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CASTLEREAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The history of our congregation has not been updated since 1950. At the 

request of Kirk Session Mr Andrew Rainey, a former Clerk of Session, 

agreed to research all the material available and produce a history from 

1950 to 2005. The Kirk Session wishes to record thanks and appreciation 

to Andrew and those who assisted him in the production of this history 

update. 

 

For further information Andrew has also produced a booklet entitled 

“Further Historical Information & Echoes from the Past.” 
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Fifteen years have passed since the publication of this History, and the 

present year marks the Tercentenary of the foundation of Castlereagh 

Church. The author of the History, and beloved Minister of our Church, 

whom everyone hoped would be present at this time to lead his Church in 

celebration and thanksgiving to God, has passed on. In the spirit of those 

who founded our beloved Church, and laboured throughout three 

hundred years in the cause of Presbyterianism, we thank and praise God 

for all His blessings and mercies. 

In the years that lie ahead let us dedicate ourselves afresh to God and to 

His service in Castlereagh. 

J. HASTINGS LITTLE. 

Castlereagh, 1950 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Notwithstanding the fact that Castlereagh Church was founded well nigh 

three centuries ago, up to the present no History of the Congregation has 

been produced. The minister and people connected with the Church have 

long felt this want, and were anxious to know something of its history, 

especially in what is now to a large extent the dim past. 

This want was much felt in connection with the Celebration of the 

Centenary of the present Church Building; hence the minister set himself 

to get together the obtainable facts from several sources. So far as he 

knows all the relevant MSS and documents bearing on the history of the 

Church at present available, have been consulted, but there are likely 

other MSS which may one day come to light, that will enable some of his 

successors to add to the facts given and amplify the history, more 

especially of the early years of the Church. 

Cordial thanks are tendered to Rev David Stewart, B.A., of Cregagh, for 

supplying considerable information bearing on the early history of the 

Congregation. 

This history is sent forth with the prayer that it may deepen the interest 

of all connected with the Congregation at Castlereagh in their Church, and 

that the good Lord may make minister and people worthy of being in such 

a noble succession. 

JAMES LITTLE 
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Castlereagh, 1935 

 

 

AN HISTORICAL SURVEY 

 

One cannot approach the study of the interesting story connected with an 

historic Church without profound thankfulness to God and deep 

reverence for those brave, noble, heroic souls who, amid every condition, 

encouraging or discouraging, kept the Gospel flag flying and bore their 

witness faithfully to the saving power of the Gospel of Christ from 

generation to generation. The history of the Church at Castlereagh is 

tinged with romance and tells, in a most heartening way, how for well 

nigh three centuries, enthusiasm for the cause of God has never abated 

nor readiness to carry on the work with efficiency and success slackened 

in any way. 

From its foundation, ministers and people alike have been noted for their 

loyalty to the Presbyterian Church, and never once have they wavered in 

their adherence to its standards, constitution, doctrine and requirements. 

Castlereagh Church dates from the middle of the 17th century, and is one 

of the three mother Churches of the Presbytery of Belfast. The 

Congregation was originally a joint charge, with one Congregation 

worshipping at Knock and another at Breda. Its original designation was 

Knock and Breda. The Church was known by this name for about 70 years 

after it was founded, but when the two sections of the Congregation 

united and erected a church on the site of the present church building, it 

was henceforth known as Castlereagh. The people of Knock and Breda 

fixed on Castlereagh as a convenient centre for their new church, where 

the inhabitants of the County Down side of Belfast and surrounding 

district could meet for worship Sabbath by Sabbath. For well nigh two 

centuries it was the only Presbyterian Church on that side of the City, so 
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that all the Churches of the Presbyterian faith in Knock, Ballymacarrett, 

Cregagh, Ballynafeigh and Newtownbreda are daughter Churches of 

Castlereagh. Like a dutiful parent the aged mother is proud of all her 

vigorous and promising daughters, and gives them her benediction. 

It deserves notice here that when Belfast was but a tiny village of a few 

small houses on the banks of the river Lagan, Castlereagh, which means 

Grey Castle, was the residence of a King, Con O’Neill, who held sway over 

a wide area. 

The following extract is from Harris’s History of County Down, published 

in 1744: 

“Not much more than two miles east of Belvoir, and about as much S.E. 

of Belfast Bridge, are the ruins of an ancient Castle, called Castle-Reagh, 

from whence the Barony of that name is denominated. It is situated on 

the top of a hill, and in one of those forts, the erection of which is usually 

ascribed to the Danes. This Fort has a fosse which encompasses three-

fourths of it, and once probably surrounded the whole. In the midst of 

the fort stood the Castle, formerly the seat of Con O’Neill, proprietor of 

that large tract of country, which was afterwards divided among the 

Lords Claneboyes, Ardes, and the ancestors of the present Lord 

Hillsborough. Con O’Neill seems to have been not only one of the great 

Irish Lords, but also a Petty Prince, as the name of his Castle imports, 

the work Reagh or Righ, in Irish signifying a King; and though he was 

not owned by Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone, who affected this title, to be 

of his family, yet his Territory was not contemptible, consisting of the 

entire Parishes of Knock, Breda, Kirkdonell, Holywood, Bangor, 

Donaghadee, Grey-Abbey, St. Andrews, and a great part of the Parish of 

Drum. 

Castle-reagh is now the estate of the Right Honourable the Lord 

Viscount Hillsborough, and though made up of a few scattered houses, 

yet it is the head of a Manor, where his Seneschall holds his Courts”. 
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Lavery states that after the Castle and the remnants of the O’Neill Estate 

fell into the hands of the Hillsborough family, “one of the Lords of 

Downshire, in order to protect the Old Castle, directed his agent to have a 

wall built around the field in which the Castle stood. The agent employed 

a mason, who build a wall around the field, but pulled down the old castle 

in order to procure the necessary stones. The wall is there, but the Castle 

is gone”. 
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Castlereagh Church, which is a distinguishing landmark on the East side of 

Belfast, stands convenient to the site of the ancient Castle, and commands 

a wide and excellent view of the City. The inhabitants of the district 

around are, with few exceptions, of the Presbyterian faith. They are God-



10 
 

fearing, upright, loyal and industrious, like their forefathers, and worthily 

maintain the reputation of those connected with the Congregation 

throughout its long history, of unflinching loyalty to their Church, coupled 

with genuine love, respect and esteem for their minister who, like his 

predecessors, cannot speak too highly of all the kindness and 

consideration he has experienced from the good people of Castlereagh. 

The present minister is the eleventh in the ministerial succession since 

the Church was founded about the middle of the 17th century. As the 

history of the Church is bound up with the story of the ministers who 

have served the Congregation throughout the centuries, we shall now 

take up and deal with them in the order of service. In this connection it 

may be mentioned that Castlereagh has rather a unique record in that 

three of its ministers have held the Doctor’s degree, obtained by 

examination and thesis – one in Philosophy, another in Law, and the third 

in Theology. 

 

REV.  HUGH WILSON 

The first minister of the Church was Rev.  Hugh Wilson, a native of 

Scotland, who was educated at Glasgow University, which he entered as a 

student in January, 1648. We have no information as to the date of his 

licence to preach the Gospel, but it must have been in or about 1652; nor 

have we been able to find any record of the date of his ordination to the 

united charge of Knock and Breda, but one feels justified in conjecturing 

that no great time elapsed between his licence as a probationer and his 

ordination to the ministry. While this Congregation is not given among 

the first list of Congregations and Sessions regularly constituted after the 

landing of the Scottish Army in 1642, yet it must have been founded some 

time about the middle of the 17th century. In the list of ejected ministers 

given by the Scottish Church historian, Wodrow, and copied into his 

History of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, by Dr. James Seaton Reid, is 

the name of Hugh Wilson, who was deprived of his charge at Knock and 
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Breda, by Bishop Jeremy Taylor, in 1661, probably in the month of April 

that year. Sixteen of the ejected ministers were members of the Down 

Presbytery, and at that time, or shortly after, sixty-one Presbyterian 

ministers in Ulster “were deposed from the ministry and ejected out of 

their benefices by the northern prelates”. Dr. Reid points out that as these 

ministers were “debarred from the exercises of their ministry, and 

forbidden under heavy penalties, to preach, baptise, or publicly exhort 

their suffering people, they felt their situation to be peculiarly 

distressing”. 

After being ejected from his Congregation, Hugh Wilson must have 

returned to Scotland and been settled as minister of the parish of Inch, in 

Wigtownshire, as we find that he was deprived of this charge by Act of 

Parliament, June 11, and by Decree of the Privy Council, October, 1662. He 

then returned to Ireland and made his home among the people of Knock 

and Breda, his former charge, “being sure he could survive the troubles of 

the times”. However, his trials and troubles were not yet at an end, as he, 

with others, was confined within Carrickfergus Castle, in 1663, as being 

suspected in connection with Blood’s plot, which had for its object the 

death of the King and the seduction of the Army. Undoubtedly Hugh 

Wilson was a zealot in the cause of Presbyterianism, but it is beyond 

question that he had nothing whatever to do with the above Plot. If proof 

of this were needed we find it in the fact that he was one of the signatories 

to an address to the Lord Lieutenant, the Duke of Ormond, from the Down 

Presbytery, dated June 28, 1679, in which they declare their steadfast 

“resolution to continue in loyalty and due obedience to his Majesty’s 

authority”. Under date, June 11, 1663, Bishop Jeremy Taylor wrote: “We 

still have Grey, Gordon, Wilson, Cunningham, and Ramsey, whose custom 

it is as soon as they hear the people of any parish are conformable, one or 

two of them goes thither and quarters upon them till they leave their 

duty”. Evidently this prelate was disturbed in his mind because the people 

preferred their own ministers, whom he had cruelly ejected from their 

Churches, to the curates he had sent to fill their places. 
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Our forefathers stood their ground unflinchingly, and won their fight for 

Presbyterianism and liberty against all the forces arrayed against them in 

Church and State, and in that strenuous struggle, which ended in a 

glorious victory, Hugh Wilson had a foremost place. He was Clerk of the 

Presbytery of Down. In a communication from David Maxwell to Dr. John 

Coghill, dated June 6, 1679, among several other ministers he mentions 

Hugh Wilson, of Knock, and refers to them as “all men of the same hot and 

factious spirits”. He goes on to speak of their meeting in Presbyteries, and 

says “They look upon themselves as a Court of Record, and do keep a 

Registry of all their Acts. Their Clerk, as I am informed, is one Hugh 

Wilson, of Knock. If he were surprised and his books searched a full 

discovery, I believe, might be made of their actions, but I am afraid it is 

either too late or too soon to talk of this”. 

In a List of Presbyterian Ministers in Ireland, or come from it, presented 

to the general Assembly of the Church of Scotland, on May 20, 1689, the 

name of Hugh Wilson appears, and he is represented as remaining in 

preaching and teaching, as well as his work from house to house among 

the people of Knock and Breda, under many difficulties, as opportunity 

offered, until his return to Scotland in 1692. The sterling courage, 

unwearying devotion, and unchanging loyalty of this heroic man to his 

God, his people, and his religious convictions are beyond all praise. Many 

a time the writer has wondered how Hugh Wilson was provided for 

during all these years of persecution when in secret he had to minister as 

best he could to the people who were deprived of his public ministrations 

by the tyrannical act of a prelate. But we have succeeded in discovering 

that “Lady Freugh held him in the highest esteem, and in the years of 

suffering and trial did much for the support of him and his family, giving 

generously to them year by year during the times of persecution”. God 

still keeps watch above, and provides for his own children. 

Hugh Wilson was present at the meeting of the Synod of Ulster, in Antrim, 

in September, 1691. We find the following minute anent him in the 

records of that meeting: “The Synod judge he is under no such obligation 
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to the Presbytery of Wigton and Stranraer as to necessitate his removal 

from this Church and Kingdom, and that he continue with us as formerly 

which is to be signified by the Presbytery of Down, in our name, to all 

concerned”. However, a short time afterwards he returned to Scotland 

and settled in his former Parish of Inch, having been restored by Act of 

Parliament, April 25, 1690, as we find the Down Presbytery reporting to 

the Synod in April 1692 that they were unable to detain him, as he had 

gone and settled in Scotland. The minutes of this Synod Meeting, held in 

1692, tell us that Hugh Wilson was present “as a correspondent from the 

Presbytery of Stranraer”. We have no record that he returned to Ireland 

after this visit to the Synod in 1692. He continued to be a minister of the 

Parish of Inch until April 15, 1695, which in all likelihood was the date of 

his death. Hugh Wilson was a sound Presbyterian, a strong, brave, heroic 

minister of the Lord Jesus Christ who feared not the face of man. He stood 

true to his religious principles and conscientious convictions amid all the 

persecution and sufferings he had to endure, but God brought him safely 

through, and when the great truths and principles for which he stood 

foursquare had been fully vindicated he closed his ministry honoured by 

all. He laid the foundations of the Congregation of Castlereagh wisely and 

well, and even to this day, among the people connected with the Church, 

one finds the same genuine devotion to Presbyterianism and deep-seated 

love of freedom, truth, and honour that were his outstanding 

characteristics. We can find no record of the names of the Ruling Elders in 

the Congregation during his ministry. 

 

 

REV. JAMES MONTGOMERY 

After the return of the Rev. Hugh Wilson to Scotland the Church of Knock 

and Breda was vacant for some time. His successor in the charge was Rev. 

James Montgomery, but we cannot discover the date of his Ordination or 

Installation. It must, however, have been about the year 1694 or 1695, but 
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there is no record as the minutes of the Synod of Ulster for 1695 and 1696 

have been lost. The first Synod meeting at which we have an account of 

Mr. Montgomery’s attendance was held at Antrim, on June 1, 1703, but we 

find this minute in the proceedings of the Synod in 1702: “The Presbytery 

of Down complained of the paucity of their members, and pleaded that 

one minister might be joined to them out of Belfast Presbytery in lieu of 

Mr. Colville of Dromore, who was taken from them by a re-arrangement of 

Presbyteries this year; it was voted that Mr. James Montgomery, of the 

parish of Knock, join them”. It was reported to the Synod of 1703 that “Mr. 

James Montgomery, with the Congregation of Knock, are annexed to 

Down Meeting, as appointed by last Synod here”. As the Congregation 

originally belonged to the Down Presbytery it is evident, though Knock is 

not mentioned in the minutes, that it was transferred to the Presbytery of 

Belfast in the re-arrangement of Presbyteries by the Synod in 1697. 

According to the minutes of the Down Presbytery of that time it is clear 

that Mr. Montgomery took an active and helpful part in its proceedings. 

From 1702 we have the record of his attendance at seven consecutive 

meetings of Synod. He was not present at the Synod of 1710, no doubt 

owing to failing health, as he passed away on October 26, 1710. Mr. 

Montgomery, so far as the records show, exercised a quiet and useful 

ministry, and was a man of peace, but we find from the minutes that, by 

order of the Presbytery, he dealt strongly and faithfully in the public 

Congregation with certain persons who had profaned the Sabbath, and 

others who had created unpleasantness regarding their rights to pews in 

the Church. Clearly he did not suffer fools gladly. At his death there were 

certain arrears of stipend due to him by the Congregation. According to 

the arrangement of Presbytery it was agreed to pay Mr. Francis 

Montgomery £30 in money and 10 bools of meal as a reasonable amount 

towards the liquidation of the debt. A bool or boll was a measure of 

capacity in Scotland, which was equal to 6 imperial bushels. He expressed 

his satisfaction with this payment, and the people expressed themselves 

as much indebted to him. This makes it evident that Mr. Francis 

Montgomery was a son of Rev. James Montgomery. The Ruling Elders of 

the congregation during his ministry were Messrs. Hugh Martin, James 
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Edwards, Wm. Cathcart, Thomas Dickson, Robert Smith, Robert Gordon, 

Wm. Gordon, Wm. Clany, John Russel, John Maclure, John Gelston, Hugh 

McComb, John Miskimmin and John Watson. 

 

 

REV. FRANCIS MONTGOMERY 

After the death of Rev. James Montgomery the Congregation remained 

vacant for over four years. So far as we can judge, the people waited until 

his son, Mr. Francis Montgomery, had completed his theological course 

and was eligible to call. He was received under the care of the Down 

Presbytery, on August 1, 1711, and licensed to preach the Gospel on 

November 24, 1713. In those days ministerial settlements were not 

hurried affairs, as we find in the minutes of the Down Presbytery, March 

30, 1714, the following entry: - “Commissioner from Knock asked the 

Presbytery to moderate in a call to Mr. Francis Montgomery. Mr. Nevin to 

have same drawn up before next meeting of Presbytery”. Then in the 

Presbytery minutes, October 27, 1714, it is recorded: “Mr. Robert Gordon, 

Commissioner from Knock, produced a list of quota for Mr. Montgomery 

which comes to £24 sterling in money and 12 bools of Oats. Mr. Dickson 

to go to Knock and show the people that 18 bools of Oats is the smallest 

quota the Presbytery will agree to”. Later the Congregation offered 15 

bools and “believed 18 bools would be had”. 

At a meeting of Presbytery on February 22, 1715, it was agreed that 

“Francis Montgomery be ordained last Wednesday of April. Mr. Nevin to 

write to the people of Knock thereby to discharge them from putting 

themselves to the expenses of preparing any dinner for the Presbytery, 

and Mr. Montgomery is to intimate to the Congregation the Sabbath 

before, that the Day of his Ordination is to be kept as a religious Fast”. The 

Down Presbytery met at Knock on April 27, 1715, for the Ordination of 

Mr. Francis Montgomery, at 10 a.m. The sexton was ordered to call at the 

Meeting House doors that if any person had anything to object against 
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said Ordination they would now appear. As no objectors appeared the 

Presbytery met at 3 p.m. for his Ordination. The record in the Presbytery 

minutes runs as follows: “Mr. James Macalpine presided in that action as 

appointed. After a lecture delivered by Mr. James Bruce from Rom. X. 14, 

and a sermon preached by the said Mr. Macalpine from Heb. XIII. 14, and 

the said Mr. Montgomery being now called, appeared, was judicially 

received as a member of this Presbytery: his name appointed to be 

inserted in the Sederunt, which was done”. In these days of hurry it 

deserves notice that a period of 13 months, less 3 days, intervened 

between the request of the Congregation to the Presbytery to moderate a 

call in his favour, and Mr. Montgomery’s Ordination to the ministry. In the 

early years of his ministry the area of the Congregational parish was 

extended, as we find the following in the minutes of Synod, held in 1720: 

“Down reports that they had been at due diligence to disannex two 

townlands from Comber Congregation and annex them to Knock, but 

Comber Congregation would not acquiesce. It’s recommended to Down 

Presbytery to make the Synod’s former appointment effectual”. It was 

while Rev. Francis Montgomery was minister of the Congregation that he 

and his parishioners in the united charge of Knock and Breda decided to 

have a Church erected in a centre convenient for all. The present site was 

selected, and the original Church, which was demolished in 1834, was 

erected thereon. That erection took place, so far as one can conjecture, 

about or soon after 1720. From that time the Church has been called 

Castlereagh, after the name of the townland in which it was built. The 

Synod, which met at Dungannon, on June 15, 1725, founded a new 

Presbytery, naming it the Presbytery of Bangor, and to it the minister and 

Congregation of Castlereagh were transferred from the Down Presbytery. 

In view of this we are justified in believing that the Church at Castlereagh 

had been built and was in full working order some time before this 

transfer, as the Congregation was named Castlereagh before its transfer 

to the Bangor Presbytery. Owing to infirm health, Mr. Montgomery retired 

in 1741, and passed to his rest and reward in 1761. It is recorded that he 

was not a subscriber to the Widows’ Fund. His ministry was a fruitful and 

helpful one. The Ruling Elders during his ministry were: Messrs. James 



17 
 

Martin, John Watson, John Macclane, John McClure, John Hamilton, Will. 

Smith, John Hathorne, Wm. McQuoid, Jon. James, Jon. Kinkead, and James 

Gordon. 

 

REV. SAMUEL ALEXANDER 

The next minister of the Congregation was Rev. Samuel Alexander, who 

was ordained Assistant and Successor to Rev. Francis Montgomery by the 

Presbytery of Bangor, on January 26, 1742, and that Presbytery reported 

to the next Synod that “he subscribed the Westminster Confession of 

Faith”. In a time of much theological laxity Mr. Alexander held firmly by 

the orthodox faith, as we are told in Vol. III of Reid’s History of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland, in a note on page 337 that he joined with 

five other members of Presbytery in entering their dissent against the 

action of the Bangor Presbytery in ordaining a licentiate to the ministry 

and appointing him to the charge of Greyabbey Congregation because he 

not only refused to sign the Confession of Faith, but refused to affix his 

name even to the equivocal Formula which the Presbytery had 

substituted for the Synod’s Formula. The result proved that Mr. Alexander 

and his friends were right, as this gentleman afterwards left the ministry 

and became a medical practitioner in Belfast. Evidently these ministers 

did not feel comfortable in the Bangor Presbytery, which had become 

loose in matters of doctrine. In any case the Synod, which met at Antrim, 

on June 28, 1774, erected a new Presbytery of Belfast, and assigned to it, 

as its first members, Rev. S Alexander and his like-minded brethren in the 

Bangor Presbytery. Seven years earlier an effort was made, at the meeting 

of Synod in Lurgan, “to divide the Presbytery of Bangor if they were 

unanimous”, but finally the Synod had to act. In his closing years Mr. 

Alexander erected a commodious house as a residence for himself and his 

family, in the townland of Braniel, about a mile from the Church. On the 

house there was a stone with this inscription – S.A.A., A.D., 1784. The 

remains of the house can still be seen. Owing to declining health Mr. 

Alexander resigned the charge of the Congregation in 1774, and passed 
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away on November 18, 1787. He was a stalwart for the truth, a loyal son 

of the Church, and a firm defender of the doctrines held and maintained 

by the Church in which he ministered with much acceptance. The ruling 

Elders during his ministry were Messrs. Hugh Spratt, Wm. Busbie, James 

Ferguson, Jon. Wells, Jon. Ferguson, and Robert Anderson. 

 

REV. ALEXANDER HENRY 

Mr. Alexander was succeeded in the active ministry of the Congregation 

by Rev. Alexander Henry, who was ordained his Assistant and Successor 

by the Presbytery of Belfast, on December 13, 1774. The Report of the 

Presbytery to the following Synod was that Mr. Henry signed the 

Westminster Confession of Faith, and promised to become a subscriber to 

the Widows’ Fund. It is noteworthy that while the Presbytery of Bangor, 

to which Castlereagh Congregation was formerly attached, licensed and 

ordained candidates for the ministry at this time without any reference to 

the Confession, the Presbytery of Belfast with which it was now 

connected, insisted, with the utmost strictness, on subscription to the 

Confession of Faith. In a list of Congregations, with the names of their 

ministers and the stipend paid by each, dated April 27, 1799, Castlereagh 

is given as contributing a yearly stipend of £50 exclusive of Regium 

Donum to the minister. While Mr. Henry was a minister of Castlereagh 

both the Presbyterian Church and the country passed through very trying 

days. Amid all the turmoil he seems to have devoted himself to the 

spiritual good of the people committed to his ministerial care, and never 

allowed himself to be carried away by any of the bitter political 

controversies of his time. After a devoted ministry of almost 32 years, Mr. 

Henry entered into rest on July 14, 1806. We can only find the names of 

two Ruling Elders who attended the meetings of Synod during his 

ministry – Messrs. James Malcomson and George Stewart. 
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REV. CHARLES GREY 

His successor was Rev. Charles Grey, who was ordained on March 3, 1807, by 

the Presbytery of Belfast, to the ministry in the Congregation of Castlereagh, 

having signed the Westminster Confession Faith, and promised to be a 

contributor to the Widows’ Fund. His tenure of office as minister of 

Castlereagh was brief, covering as it did but seven years. He resigned the 

pastoral charge of the Congregation on March 16, 1814, and on the same 

day, by order of the Presbytery, he ceased to be a minister of the Gospel. 

Among the records of the Congregation there is a book in which are entered 

the baptisms Mr. Grey administered during his ministry in Castlereagh. His 

death took place on February 14, 1816. On his tombstone in the Churchyard 

is this inscription: “He was an eloquent preacher, a benevolent man, and a 

disinterested friend”. We can find no record of the names of the Ruling Elders 

who held office in the Congregation during his ministry. 

 

 

REV. HENRY HASLETT, M.A. 

At this period the vacancy continued for two years and six months. On 

September 24, 1816, Rev. Henry Haslett, M.A., was ordained by the 

Presbytery of Belfast and appointed minister of Castlereagh. Like his 

three predecessors, it is recorded that he signed the Confession of Faith, 

and promised to contribute to the Widow’s Fund. Mr. Haslett, who was a 

native of the Boveva district in Co. Derry, studied at the University of 

Glasgow, where most of the candidates for the ministry were trained at 

that time. He graduated in Arts in 1812, and was licensed as a probationer 

for the ministry by the Presbytery of Route, on July 26, 1814. At the time 

of his Ordination to Castlereagh his parish embraced all the County Down 

side of the Lagan from Knock to Newtownbreda, as well as a large country 

area bounded by Dundonald, Moneyrea, and Drumbo, and in the early 

days of his ministry, before the erection of First Ballymacarrett, he 
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ministered to a congregation of from 700 to 800 families. When an effort 

was being made to have a Presbyterian Church erected in Ballymacarrett, 

Mr. Haslett and representatives of the Castlereagh Kirk Session appeared 

before the Presbytery to oppose the founding of the new Church on the 

ground that it would deprive them of their members in Ballymacarrett. He 

was successful, in 1822, in obtaining, from the Marquis of Downshire, a 

suitable site for a school, and in 1826 the present school building was 

erected thereon. In addition, when the old Church, which had served the 

people as a House of Worship for considerably more than a century, 

became too small for the Congregation, he had it demolished and, with the 

assistance of a loyal people and generous outside friends, Mr. Haslett had 

the present handsome and commodious Church erected, which is one of 

the distinguishing landmarks on the East side of the City. The tower that 

adorns the edifice, we are told, was the first tower placed on any 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland. We take the following reference to Church 

and School from an unpublished MS of the Ordnance Survey, written in 

1834: “Castlereagh meeting-house rebuilt 1834, cost £1,400. A country 

architect was got to execute the plan, and before six months the edifice 

almost fell to the ground. It is now partly refinished. There are 47 seats in 

the gallery and 68 in the aisle. It seats 800. The schoolhouse was built in 

1826”. 

We cannot vouch for the accuracy of this statement, but we do know that 

after one hundred years the building stands stable and secure, and seems 

to be good for centuries to come. The Church was opened for public 

worship on Sabbath, August 16, 1835, when Rev. Duncan MacFarlan, 

minister of Renfrew, preached a notable sermon entitled, “Christ, the Son 

of the Living God (Not Peter), the Foundation and Security of the Christian 

Church”, which was afterwards published by Mr. William McComb, 

Belfast, and dedicated to Rev. Henry Haslett and his Congregation. 

Mr. Haslett was one of the orthodox stalwarts of the Church in the days of 

the Arian Controversy, and rendered invaluable assistance to the cause of 

orthodoxy championed by Dr. Henry Cooke. He was a great friend and  
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warm admirer of Dr. Cooke, to whom he rendered many services in the 

days of controversy, and afterwards in quieter days, when Dr. Henry 

Montgomery and his followers had seceded from the Synod of Ulster. Dr. 

Cooke held Mr. Haslett in the highest esteem as a trusted friend and able 

companion of the truth. He retired from the active duties of the ministry 

in 1853, and passed away on December 5, 1868, a few days before the 

death of his great friend, Dr. Cooke. Mr. Haslett resided at Knock 

throughout his ministry. He did an enduring work for the Congregation of 

Castlereagh, and the maintenance of sound doctrine in the Presbyterian 

Church in this land. The Ruling Elders during his ministry, of whom we 

have record, were Messrs. James Stewart, John McNair, Hugh McLune, 

David Stewart, John Jackson, Dr. McClure, David Macrory, Francis Henry, 

James Gardiner, and Alex. Malcomson. 

 

 

DR. JOHN JAMES GIVEN 

The vacancy caused by the retirement of Mr. Haslett was filled by the 

installation and appointment of Rev. John James Given, Ph.D., to the 

charge, on February 7, 1854. Dr Given was a student under the care of the 

Dungannon Presbytery in 1845. Afterwards he was transferred to the 

Belfast Presbytery, and by that ecclesiastical court licensed to preach the 

Gospel in June, 1847. On June 21, 1847, he was ordained as a missionary 

to the Jews at Hamburg by the Belfast Presbytery. He spent over six years 

in this work, and during that time continued his studies in Philosophy to 

such good purpose that he obtained from one of the German Universities 

the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. He was a man of wide and profound 

scholarship, who adorned everything he touched. His settlement in 

Castlereagh put the Congregation, in a very real sense, on the forward 

march, as he discharged all his duties with great diligence and high 

efficiency. A few years after he became minister of Castlereagh the 

remarkable religious revival of 1859 came to Ulster. Dr. Given entered  
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most heartily into that wonderful movement, which issued in abundant 

blessing to the Congregation. In Professor Gibson’s book, “The Year of 

Grace, A History of the Ulster Revival of 1859”, Dr. Given tells, in a moving 

way, of the spiritual awakening of “The Converted Cripple” and “The 

Formalist”. Tides of blessing surged all around leaving behind them a field 

fertile and beautiful as a garden of the Lord, and in all this work the 

minister was the wise, circumspect, gracious leader. In addition to his 

Congregational work he carried on his studies with such success that the 

General Assembly, in June, 1870, appointed him to the Chair of Oriental 

Literature and Hermeneutics in Magee College, Derry, where for almost 

fourteen years he instructed the students under his care in the knowledge 

of Hebrew and Greek, the original languages of the Holy Scriptures. He 

exercised a wholesome influence upon all his students, and enjoyed their 

respect and esteem in the highest degree. 

The Presbyterian Theological Faculty in Ireland conferred on him the 

honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity, of which he was well worthy. Dr. 

Given passed away suddenly on December 26, 1884, to the deep regret of 

his students and a wide circle of friends. The officiating Elders during his 

ministry were: Messrs. David Macrory, Robert Watson, Samuel Clawson, 

John White, and John Colville. Dr. Given did a fine work in Castlereagh, 

and left the Congregation strong and flourishing. 

 

DR. WILLIAM ROGERS 

After Dr Given’s departure to the Professorship in Derry, the Rev. William 

Rogers, M.A., LL.D., was called to be his successor. He was ordained by the 

Presbytery of Belfast, on May 29, 1871. On that occasion Professor Given, 

his predecessor, gave the charge to the newly-ordained minister and to 

the people of the Congregation. Dr. Rogers was a member of a Levitical 

family, as his father, grandfather, and great-grandfather were ministers 

who, in their day and generation, were men of influence, power, and 

authority in the Church. His entire College Course was marked by 
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uncommon brilliance, and he was licensed to preach the Gospel by the 

Banbridge Presbytery in 1870. It was to be expected that a licentiate 

possessing so many gifts and graces would not remain long without a 

charge, so we find him settled in the following year as minister of 

Castlereagh which, as Dr. R. Barron, his Biographer, says was at that time 

“a large and important Congregation … a most desirable and comfortable 

settlement for a young minister, and a splendid field for work”. He settled 

down to the pulpit and pastoral work of the Congregation with real 

devotion to duty, and did all his work in a thoroughly conscientious 

manner. In the early years of his ministry he lived with his aunt, Mrs. 

Murray, at Strandtown. The old manse in which Dr. Given resided was 

demolished and a most commodious manse erected. It was completed in 

1874 when Dr. Rogers took up his residence and occupied it until his 

departure for Whiteabbey. The visit of Moody and Shankey to Ireland, 

seemed to change the current of his spiritual life, and more especially at 

the Dublin Convention he was much moved by the preaching of Mr. 

Moody. On his return from Dublin he at once began an evening service in 

the Church at Castlereagh. The people crowded to the services he 

conducted, as his word was with power. Perhaps never in the long history 

of the Church did such large congregations wait upon the ministry of the 

Word. One lady member of the Congregation, who still remembers those 

days with joy and gratitude, told the writer that during the week the 

people were longing for Sabbath to come. Dr. Rogers was deeply attached 

to the people of Castlereagh, and they were no less devoted to him. Years 

after he left the Congregation, his Biographer tells us that one day, as they 

were walking together, Dr. Rogers, looking across the waters of Belfast 

Lough to the County Down shore, said, “I like the County Down; the 

people have kind hearts there”. This has been an outstanding 

characteristic of the Castlereagh people from generation to generation, 

and it is only right to state that today the people, young and old alike, are 

truly kind-hearted and possess the love that never fails. The call that Dr. 

Rogers accepted from Whiteabbey was not the first call he had been 

offered during his brief ministry in Castlereagh, and it was only a clear 

sense of duty that led him to leave the Congregation where he was loved 



26 
 

and so highly esteemed, but he realised that the pillar of cloud had moved, 

and as a faithful servant of the Lord he must follow. So he accepted the 

call to Whiteabbey, and was installed to that charge on August 16, 1876. 

In very truth he burned out for God, and entered into rest at a 

comparatively early age, on May 19, 1897. The great Day alone will 

declare all that Dr. Rogers did for the spiritual good and blessing of the 

people connected with Castlereagh Church. It was during his ministry that 

Mr. Kennedy, J.P., of Rosetta, presented the Bell to the Congregation, in 

1874. 

Ruling Elders – The Records of the Kirk Session give the names of the 

Ruling Elders acting during the ministry of Dr. Rogers, as Messrs. David 

Macrory, Thomas Patterson, Wm. McDowell, Wm. J. McClure, and S. 

Stewart. Of these Messrs. Patterson, McDowell, McClure, and Stewart, 

were ordained to the Eldership on May 28, 1872. 

Mr. Patterson was also Congregational Treasurer. His three sons, the late 

Mr. John W Patterson, as an Elder, and the late Messrs. James and Thomas 

Patterson as Members of Committee, were most helpful in the work of the 

Congregation in after days. 
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REV. JOHN BOYD THOMSON, B.A. 

Dr. Rogers was succeeded by Rev. J. B. Thomson, B.A., a licentiate of the 

Route Presbytery, who was ordained minister of Castlereagh by the 

Belfast Presbytery, on March 13, 1877. He was an able minister, an 

eloquent preacher, and a steadfast friend, who gained and held the 

esteem and affection of his people in a marked degree. To hear Mr. 

Thomson at his best, in pulpit or on platform, was a rare treat. As an 

eloquent, clear, forcible speaker he had few equals in the General 

Assembly. In addition to all this, his great brotherliness and kindliness of 

heart endeared him not only to his own people, but to a wide circle of 

friends, while his sound judgement and good common sense made him an 

invaluable counsellor and a wise adviser. Mr. Thomson was a bachelor, 

but while he had no children of his own, he was a real father to all the 

children in the Congregation, always encouraging them and all the young 

people to walk in the ways of goodness, purity and righteousness. While 

he was minister of Castlereagh the Church and Manse were thoroughly 

renovated, the schoolhouse put in excellent order, and teachers’ residence 

erected. The stones for this residence were given by the late Mr. Wm. 

Robinson, Carnamuck, and for this gift he received the special thanks of 

the Committee. In days, when it was not at all popular to do so, Mr. 

Thomson fought valiantly for the rights of the people, and it was largely 

through the unflagging efforts of men like himself that landlordism in our 

land has become a thing of the past. He held to his convictions and 

maintained them without once flinching. 

During his ministry Ruling Elders were ordained on two occasions. On 

April 13, 1883, Messrs. Samuel Thomson, Hugh Boal, and Wm. 

McCullough were ordained, and on May 24, 1894, Messrs. John W. 

Patterson, Thomas Wilson, and Joseph Stewart, were set apart to the 

Eldership. Of these brethren Mr. Stewart was the only one who survived 

Mr. Thomson, and proved very helpful as well as a genuine friend to his 

successor. 
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The members of Committee were Messrs. J.B. Macrory, Thomas Patterson, 

John Boal, Wm. Robinson, G. Martin, John Young, James Gelston, John Hill, 

H. McQuoid, Alex. Campbell, John White, Wm. Hill, James Miskelly, John 

Wallace, S.M. Millar, Alex. Gibson, John Crawford, W.J. Hill, R. Simpson, Mr. 

J.B. Macrory was Secretary, and Mr. John Boal, Treasurer. These brethren 

were unceasing in their devotion to the interests of the Church. 

Mr. Thomson obtained liberty from the General Assembly of 1915 to 

retire from the active duties of the ministry, and eleven days later, on June 

19, 1915, he passed away, to the great regret of the members of his 

Congregation, his brethren in the ministry, and a host of friends and well-

wishers. A beautiful Memorial was erected in the Churchyard to his 

memory by the Congregation and his many friends. The sum subscribed 

was sufficient not only to meet the cost of the monument, but with the 

balance invested to produce almost £5 per annum for the Sabbath and 

Day Schools. This is known as the “Thomson Memorial Fund”. The 

inscription on the monument runs: “Erected by the members and friends 

of the Congregation of Castlereagh in memory of their gifted pastor and 

friend, Rev. John Boyd Thomson, B.A., who was for 38 years minister of 

Castlereagh Presbyterian Church. We loved him and cherish his memory. 

He was ever faithful in the full discharge of his duties, an able and 

eloquent preacher, loyal to his principles, and fearless in advocating what 

he conceived to be right. Born March 18, 1854. Ordained March 13, 1877. 

Died June 19, 1915. ‘God is Love’ ”. 

This inscription sums up the life work of a fearless man and a true friend. 
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DR. JAMES LITTLE 

In succession to Rev. J.B. Thomson, B.A., the pastorate of the Congregation 

was filled by the installation of Rev. James Little, B.A., B.D., S.T.D., on 

November 4, 1915, by the Belfast Presbytery. His previous charges were 

Dundrod, where he was ordained to the ministry on September 20, 1900, 

and Knoxland Parish Church, Dumbarton, to which he was inducted on 

September 28, 1910. It is most gratifying that during his ministry the 

Congregation has advanced considerably in numbers, influence, and 

giving to the work of God both at home and abroad. After having gone 

carefully into the long and honourable history of the Congregation, we 

feel perfectly justified in saying that at no time was there a finer spirit of 

Christian brotherhood, and a more earnest desire to promote the spiritual 

well-being of all. There is a noble band of young people, zealous for the 

Kingdom of God, and ready to do everything in their power to promote 

the cause of Christ, both in Castlereagh and in the regions beyond. All the 

Congregational organisations are in a flourishing condition, and we can 

assure the friends of the Presbyterian faith who may settle in the 

Castlereagh district, and there will be many such once the boundary of the 

City of Belfast has been extended in that direction, of a cordial welcome 

from true Christian friends into the fellowship of the Church. During the 

past 20 years there has been not only abundant spiritual blessing granted 

to the Congregation, but much temporal good, and some friends have 

most generously made welcome gifts to the Congregation. The Church 

building has received needed attention on several occasions, and a 

thorough scheme of renovation, both inside and outside, has just been 

completed, which has made it one of the most comfortable and complete 

churches in connection with the General Assembly. The new church room, 

which has been erected at the rear, will supply a long-felt want, and 

provide accommodation which was much needed. 
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The Manse has been stone-finished, as well as renovated throughout, and 

new wells have been sunk both at the Manse and School, which provide 

an abundant supply of excellent water. The Teacher’s residence has been 

enlarged, and a new Sexton’s house erected as a War Memorial. 

In addition, generous friends have made handsome gifts to the Church. 

During the past fourteen or fifteen years a first-class Pipe Organ has been 

installed in the Church by his widow as a memorial to Mr. William 

Wallace. Then as a memorial to Mr. John Wallace, Ruling Elder and Clerk 

of Kirk Session, who was always in the forefront of all Christian work in 

the Congregation, his widow and son installed a complete electric 

equipment of the highest standard of quality for driving the organ and 

lighting the Church. A chaste Jacobean Communion Table was presented 

to the Church by her husband as a memorial to Mrs. S. McDowell, Belfast, 

and a beautiful Solid Silver Flower Vase for the Communion Table was 

presented by her sister as a memorial to Miss Ellen J. Macrory, who, for 

well-night half a century, was a teacher in the Sabbath School. Earlier, Mr. 

Robert McDowell, Belfast, presented a clock to the Church. Besides, the 

late Mrs. Young, Newtownards, who had been brought up in the 

Congregation, bequeathed the sum of £300 to the Committee and £100 for 

the benefit of the Sabbath School. 

Castlereagh has always been a strong, self-sustaining Congregation, with 

the result that it has not benefited by legacies to the extent it should have 

done. We therefore record all the more gratefully the legacy from the late 

Mr. James F. Macrory, who, as a member of Committee, rendered most 

useful service, of £100 towards the Sustentation Fund; and the above 

legacies from the late Mrs. Young. In his lifetime the late Mr. Robert 

McConnell gave the sum of £100 towards the Sabbath School, which still 

benefits from this investment. 

One hopes that in coming days the Church will be more generally 

remembered by its members when settling their affairs, and thus keep in 

perpetual remembrance the names of those who, in their lifetime, were its 

warm friends and generous supporters. When the present ministry 
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opened, the late Mr. Joseph Stewart was the only Ruling Elder in the 

Congregation. Since that time Elders have been ordained on three 

occasions: on May 22, 1917, Messrs. John Wallace, Robert Simpson, Alex. 

Campbell, John Boal, and William McDowell were ordained to the 

Eldership in the Congregation, and on the same day the Kirk Session co-

opted Mr. John McCone who had been a Ruling Elder in the Congregation 

of Agnes Street, Belfast, to the Eldership. On March 21, 1921, Mr. Samuel 

Smyth was co-opted to the Eldership by the Kirk Session. On June 27, 

1926, Messrs. R. Barr, B.A., John Crawford, J.P., W.J. Hill, and S.M. Millar, 

J.P., were ordained to the Eldership, and to the same office Messrs. James 

Bennett, John Gallagher, Robert Hill, William McDowell, and Ernest 

Wilson were ordained, on April 14, 1935. 

 

The present Ruling Elders are Messrs. R Simpson, Clerk of Session, R Barr, 

B.A., John Crawford, J.P., S.M. Millar, J.P., James Bennett, John Gallagher, 

Robert Hill, Wm. McDowell and Ernest Wilson. 

 

The names of the Committee are Mrs. Little, Miss Macrory, Mrs. Wallace, 

Miss McClune, Messrs. James Miskelly, Robert Harvey, Samuel McMinn, 

Joseph Carlile, Councillor Herbert J. Crawford, Messrs. Samuel Maxwell, 

James Young, William Robinson, Thomas Boyd, Alex. M. Patterson, Wm. D. 

McDowell, Martin Sloan, Victor Crawford, John McClune, James Busby, 

Harold Crawford, Walter White, Wm. Mawhinney, Archie Liddell, 

Thompson Ferguson.  Mr. John Crawford, J.P., is Treasurer, Mr. Robert 

Simpson, Secretary, and Mr. John McClune, Financial Secretary. 
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Throughout its history the Congregation has been blessed with devoted 

Elders, a trusted Committee, and helpful Christian workers. In this respect 

it was never better served than at the present moment. 

After a survey of the long history of Castlereagh Church, and its present 

position, everyone connected with it has great reason to thank God and 

take fresh courage. We can, as a Congregation, like Samuel, in the days of 

old, erect our Ebenezer and write upon it: “Hitherto hath the Lord helped 

us”. He has been mindful of our fathers as well as of ourselves, and He will 

continue to bless us. Our Congregation is united with one heart, one soul, 

and one purpose in the brotherhood of the Lord Jesus Christ to work for 

the advancement, strengthening and consolidation of the Church, the 

upbuilding of the Kingdom of God in our midst, and its progress in the 

regions beyond. 

As this record of the history of the Congregation is passing through the 

press, arrangements are being made for the Celebration of the Centenary 

of the erection of the present Church Building, and its reopening after 

extensive renovations, on Sabbath, 18th August, when the Right Reverend 

the Moderator of the General Assembly (Rev. A.F. Moody, M.A., D.D.) will 

conduct the special Services, and dedicate a Service of Communion Plate, 

presented to the Congregation by Dr. and Mrs. Little, in token of 

thankfulness to God and appreciation of the love and loyalty of a true-

hearted, devoted people. This should be one of the greatest days of 

thanksgiving, praise, and joyful worship in the memory of any living 

member of the Church. The ministers and people of Castlereagh Church, 

since its foundation, have, without exception, remained true to the creed 

and loyal to the principles of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and to-

day that fine tradition is well maintained. We are the possessors of a 

goodly heritage bequeathed to us by our forefathers in this place, and we 

are determined, by the help of God, to hand on that heritage to our 

successors, not only intact, but enriched by our faithfulness. 
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In closing this history we thank God for what he has done for our fathers, 

and for us, and pray that His blessing, rich and abundant, may continue to 

rest upon us and our successors, thus making Castlereagh Church a joy 

and praise in the land. 

It may not be inappropriate if we conclude this survey of our 

Congregational life for well night three centuries with the following 

reference which appeared in The Northern Whig in connection with the 

opening of the Church for public worship on 16th August, 1835: 

“This house… has been erected at a very heavy expense, by the 

exertions of the congregation and friends of their respected 

Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Haslett. The new house has been erected from 

a design, and under the superintendence of our talented young 

townsman, Mr. John Millar, Architect, to whom the lovers of 

classical architecture owe a debt of gratitude. This house does the 

utmost credit to Mr. Millar’s talents. Viewed in its design, its 

altitude, or even its decorations, as a whole, or in part, it pleases 

the eye and satisfies the taste. It is adorned by a Belfry (the first 

instance of the kind we know of, on a Presbyterian house of 

worship, in Ireland), whose picturesque appearance, and 

commanding situation, render it very conspicuous”. 

Long may Castlereagh flourish by the preaching of the Gospel! 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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After the Centenary celebrations, the Congregation, under the leadership 

of its distinguished minister, settled down to a period of continued 

progress. The Church prospered spiritually and materially, and the bonds 

between minister and people became even more strengthened. 

In the year 1939 a new school was erected in Castlereagh, and the old 

schoolhouse, which had been used as such for many years, was renovated, 

and has been utilised since as a Church Hall. Dr. and Mrs. Little presented 

a set of oak chairs for the seating of the new hall, which has proved a 

decided acquisition to the Congregation. 

In April, 1939, Dr. Little, after devoting a lifetime to the ministry of the 

Presbyterian Church, became the Unionist Member of Parliament at 

Westminster for his native county of Down. A vast new field was opened 

for his undoubted abilities, and henceforth the name of Dr. Little, of 

Castlereagh, became known throughout the entire Kingdom. His presence 

and speeches in Parliament, particularly during the difficult war years, 

acted as a tonic and inspiration to all. In 1945, standing as an Unofficial 

Unionist, Dr. Little was again returned for his native County to 

Westminster, with a huge majority at the head of the Poll. During his 

parliamentary life he strove, with all his might, both by speeches in and 

out of Parliament, and by his writings, to make the British people realise 

the value of Ulster to the Empire, and the fact that Ulster’s stock stands so 

high in Westminster at the present time, and that the British people have 

a fuller knowledge of Ulster’s case, are due in large measure to the 

Doctor’s work and untiring efforts. While much time was necessarily 

devoted to his new duties, the Doctor never neglected his Church, and, 

with the aid of his son, who was appointed his assistant, the Church at 

Castlereagh went forward from strength to strength. 

In September, 1939, another terrible war broke out upon the world. Many 

young people left the quiet countryside at the call of their country, two of 

whom – Sergeant Stanley Busby, R.A.F. and Gunner John Campbell, R.A. – 

were killed on active service. During the stress of war the Congregation, in 
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face of great difficulties, maintained its proud position as one of the 

mother churches of Presbytery of Belfast. 

During this period the Congregation suffered great losses in the passing of 

the following members of the Kirk Session: Messrs. Robt. Hill, Wm. 

McDowell, and S.M. Millar, J.P., who served their God and Church faithfully 

and well. 

After a faithful and devoted ministry for thirty-one years, the Rev. Dr. 

James Little passed away with great suddenness on the 31st March, 1946, 

to the profound grief and sorrow of the entire Congregation. The 

Congregation remember, with love and gratitude, the faithful and devoted 

ministrations of their beloved pastor. 

In times of rejoicing his voice was raised with theirs in gladness, in times 

of sorrow he was there to comfort them, and in periods of depression he 

was always available to cheer their fading spirits. In his passing the 

Congregation suffered an irreparable loss, but his work lives after him, 

and his memory, teachings and example endure in the hearts of all who 

knew and loved him. 

During Dr. Little’s ministry the Church at Castlereagh had made great 

advancement, both spiritually and materially, and the present proud 

position of our Church is due entirely to his long years of devoted service. 

Dr. Little was greatly gifted both as a preacher, author, pastor and 

member of Parliament, and our Church looks back with pride and 

gratitude on the years he led the congregation so faithfully and well. 

 

REV.  J. HASTINGS LITTLE, M.A. 

Having acted as assistant to his father for some years, the Congregation 

gave a call to the Rev. J. Hastings Little, M.A., and he was ordained as 

minister of Castlereagh, in succession to his father, on the 5th September, 

1946. From that date the Congregation has rallied round their young 
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minister, giving him all possible support and encouragement, with the 

result that our Church at Castlereagh, with a background of noble 

traditions, looks forward to the future with faith and hope, determined to  
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advance the Kingdom of God and to uphold the heritage of 

Presbyterianism in this part of our beloved country. A notable feature of 

the congregational life is the great interest taken in the Church, and all its 

activities, by the young people. 

In September, 1946, Mr. Ernest Wilson, J.P., who has rendered faithful 

service to our Church, having been brought up in connection with it, was 

appointed Session Clerk with universal approval. Miss Elizabeth McClune, 

who holds the unique position of being the only lady elder in the 

Presbytery of Belfast, was appointed Superintendent of the Sunday 

School, where a splendid work is being carried on. 

 

The present Ruling Elders are: Mr. E. Wilson, J.P. (Session Clerk), Mr. Wm. 

Busby, Mr. John Gallagher, Mr. Hugh Hamilton, Mr. W.J. Johnston, Mr. W.J. 

McAlister, J.P., Miss Elizabeth McClune, and Mr. Herbert Young. 

 

The Congregational Committee consists of Mrs. Little, Mrs. Rachel E. 

Wallace, Mrs. M. Winifred Millar, Mrs. J. Wallace, Mrs. Minnie White, Miss 

Rachel Sloan, Mr. Robt. Harvey, J.P., Mr. Samuel McMinn, Mr. Herbert J. 

Crawford, Mr. Martin Sloan, Mr. Harold J. Crawford, Councillor Wm. 

Mawhinney, Mr. David J. Little, LL.B., Barrister-at-Law; Mr. Wm. Hedley, 

Mr. Henry Fairfield, Mr. Wm. John McKibbin, Mr. James Corry, Mr. W. J. 

Sherrard, Mr. Wm. Huddleston, Mr. Robt. Eakin, Mr. Robert Rainey, Jun.; 

Mr. Robt. H. Bole, Mr. Chas. Stewart, Mr. Wm. George Reid, Mr. Robt. 

Jamison, Mr. Samuel McDowell, Mr. Hugh Jackson, Mr. George Lennon, and 

Councillor F.J. Lavery, J.P.  Mr. Wm. Busby is Financial Secretary, 

Councillor Hugh Hamilton, Treasurer; and Councillor Wm. Mawhinney, 

Secretary. 



44 
 

 



45 
 

On 10th April, 1949, at a special service of dedication, by Very Rev. Prof. 

James Haire, M.A., D.D., Memorial Windows to the Rev. Dr. Little were 

unveiled by Mrs. J.G. Little and Mr. John Crawford, J.P. The inscriptions on 

the windows are:-   

 “To the Glory of God and in Memory of the Rev. Doctor James 

Little, B.A., B.D., M.P., a beloved husband and father, Minister of this 

Church from 1915-1946. Imperial Member of Parliament for Co. Down 

from 1939-1946. This window is a tribute from his widow and family”. 

 “To the Glory of God and in remembrance of the Rev. Doctor James 

Little, B.A., B.D.,M.P., a true friend of little children and a loved and faithful 

minister in this Church, from 4th November, 1915, until 31st March, 1946, 

when he was called to higher service. Erected by the Congregation and 

friends”. 

The sum subscribed by the Congregation and friends was sufficient, not 

only to meet the cost of the Memorial Window, but with the balance 

invested to produce £11.7s.0d. per annum for the Sabbath School. This is 

known as the “Dr. Little Memorial Fund”. 

Mr. Crawford, who was Senior Elder, and who had been connected with 

the Church for 40 years, having acted as Financial Secretary and 

Treasurer for many years, passed away on the 31st May, 1949. His work 

on behalf of our Church is known to all, and its present financial stability 

is due, in no small measure, to his faithful and devoted services. 

A War Memorial Fund, in remembrance of those who served and fell in 

the second World War, was initiated at the close of hostilities. A Memorial 

Window is to be unveiled and dedicated on Sabbath, 7th May, 1950. In 

addition, a Hard Tennis Court has been prepared in the grounds of the 

Church Hall, and will open for play in the present season. 

It is pleasing to record the receipt of two bequests to the Church, under 

the wills of Rev. Dr. Little and Mr. John Crawford. It is hoped that many  of 

our members will remember the claims of our Church in a similar fashion. 
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Arrangements have been made for holding of special services to celebrate 

the Tercentenary of the foundation of our Congregation. On Sabbath, 14th 

May, 1950, the special services will be conducted by the Right Reverend 

the Moderator of the General Assesmbly, Rev. Gordon D. Erskine, B.A., 

D.D., and the Rev. A. Wylie Blue, D.D., and on Sabbath, 21st May, 1950, by 

Rev. J. K. Elliott, B.A. and Rev. Professor R. J. Wilson, M.A., B.D., when the 

members of the Church, and their friends, will gather together in 

thanksgiving to God for all His past mercies and goodness, and to pray for 

the future well-being of our beloved Church. 

With a glorious history of 300 years behind it, our Church at Castlereagh 

looks forward to the future with faith and resolution, its minister and 

people convinced that the God of our fathers has still further great work 

to accomplish through the medium of Castlereagh Church. 
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This supplement of the history of Castlereagh Presbyterian Church 

commences with the ministry of Rev J. Hastings Little, M.A., in succession to 

his father, Dr James Little. 

 

REV HASTINGS LITTLE, M.A. 

The Rev Hastings Little was ordained as minister of Castlereagh 

Presbyterian Church on 5th September 1946. After growing up in the 

Manse at Castlereagh he had a deep appreciation of the lack of activities 

available for young people in the congregation and early in his ministry 

he was instrumental in forming uniformed Youth Organisations for both 

boys and girls as well as Youth Clubs for junior and senior age groups. 

With his support a tennis court was provided at the rear of our old church 

hall which proved a popular meeting place as well as an opportunity for 

young people to learn and improve on the finer points of tennis. 

Not forgetting the men of the congregation he formed a Draughts and 

Darts Club enabling them to enjoy fun and fellowship on a Friday evening. 

Due to the large number of children in attendance at Sunday School and 

the Organisations requiring more space, Mr Little played an active role in 

fund raising and planning for a new church hall. 

After the hall was built and opened in 1966 a Bowling Club was 

established. Mr Little took a keen interest in the Sunday School and Youth 

work while a Minister’s Bible Class was formed for the benefit of adults. 

With the erection of Castlereagh Public Elementary School just before the 

2nd World War, the old Schoolhouse at 69 Church Road, built in 1826 and 

maintained by the Congregation, was renamed “The Church Hall”, and 

served the Congregation well until the present Church Hall was opened in 

1966.  Legal ownership, however, of both the old Schoolhouse and the 

adjoining Teacher’s Residence required clarification and the High Court, 
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in the late 1970’s, ruled in favour of the Congregation with certain 

stipulations.  This resulted in the Property Trust Account being set up. 

The Teacher’s Residence was sold shortly afterwards. 

After serving as a faithful pastor and friend for 38 years, Mr. Little 

conducted his farewell service to a packed congregation on Sunday, 25th 

March 1984. He passed away suddenly in April 1988. 

During his ministry elders were ordained as follow: 
1947:  Mr W.J. McAlister, Mr. Wm. Busby, Mr Hugh Hamilton, Mr W.J. 
Johnston, Miss Elizabeth McClune, Mr Herbert Young. 
15  March 1959:  Mr James E Anderson, Mr Robert H. Bole, 
 Mr Herbert J. Crawford, Mr Sinclair Hamilton, Mr Frederick J. Lavery,  
Mr George Lennon, Mr William J. Sherrard 
26 January 1969:  Mr Henry McClune, Mr William McCullough,  
Mr Mervyn Millar, Mr John R. Nixon, Mr Andrew Rainey,  
Mr Thomas Rainey 
22 November 1970:  Mr Herbert Hegan – Co-0pted 
25 April 1976:  Mr James Dickson, Mr Brian Eve, Mr Henry McDowell, Mr 
John McKelvey, Mr Thomas Ritchie, Mr Fredrick Scott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new Church Hall opened on 12th September 1966 
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Belfast Telegraph 
Saturday 
10th September 1966 
 
 New church 
hall has 
a ‘Nelson 
touch’ 
A PIECE of stone from 
Nelson’s Pillar, destroyed in 
an explosion in Dublin 
earlier this year, is included 
in the £26,000 church hall, 
opened for Castlereagh 
Presbyterian Church today. 
 
A young member of the 
congregation was in Dublin 
at the time of the explosion 
and picked up a piece of 
the stone among the 
debris. He gave it to his 
minister, Rev J Hastings 
Little, who asked the 
builder to find a place for it 
in the new hall. 
 
The site of the hall was 
given free by Mr H 
Robinson. The building was 
declared open today by the 
Moderator, Dr Alfred 
Martin, and dedicated by a 
former Moderator, Dr J. H. 
R. Gibson. The architect, Mr 
W.C. McVeigh presented 
the Moderator with a gift. 

 
 

CHURCH GROWS – 
AFTER 300 YEARS 
One of Ulster’s oldest churches, 
Castlereagh Presbyterian, had a new 
hall opened on Saturday. The 
ceremony was conducted by Dr Alfred 
Martin, Moderator of the General 
Assembly, who also declared the 
building open. 

 
The present church was built in 1835 
and the new hall is the first addition 
to be made to it. The architect is a 
member of the congregation, Mr W. C. 
McVeigh. 
 
In the structure of the £26,000 hall lies 
a piece of stone from Nelson’s Pillar. A 
young member of the congregation 
was in Dublin with the pillar came 
toppling down and took a piece of 
stone from the rubble. He gave it to 
the minister, the Rev J. Hastings Little, 
who asked the builder to find a place 
for it in the new hall. 
 
The dedication was performed by a 
former Moderator, Dr J. H. Gibson. 
Mr McVeigh presented Dr Martin with 
a gift. The site of the hall was donated 
by Mr H. Robinson. 

 
Belfast Newsletter 
Monday 
12th September 1966 
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The Old Schoolhouse later known as the Church Hall 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Teacher’s Residence 
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A Tribute by the Kirk Session 
 

We, the Kirk Session of Castlereagh Presbyterian Church, desire to place 
on record our sorrow at the passing of our highly esteemed senior 
minister, Rev. James Hastings Little, M.A.  Mr. Little died suddenly at his 
home, 136 Glenholm Park, on Tuesday, 19th April, 1988, having borne a 
heavy cross of failing health for a number of years. 
 
Mr Little, who was 73 years old, was ordained to the ministry and 
installed in Castlereagh on 5th September, 1946 after serving as assistant 
to his father, Rev. Dr. James Little, from 1939. Mr. Little grew up in the 
manse and the early friendships made with those of his generation 
remained strong throughout the years. Educated in Dublin at St. Andrew’s 
and Trinity College, his theological training took place at Assembly’s 
College, Belfast. For much of his ministry he was blessed with a strong, 
clear and powerful voice, coupled with an excellent command of the 
English language, which made him a gifted orator commanding the 
attention of his hearers. His kindly nature and warm sense of humour 
endeared him to his congregation over the years. 
 
Throughout his long ministry he carried a “thorn in the flesh” which he 
bore with courage and cheerfulness, never allowing his cross to deflect 
him from his Master’s business. Through his suffering he was able to 
identify with those of his Congregation and the support and 
encouragement offered to those in times of illness and sorrow was much 
appreciated. He was a faithful pastor, often found, both early and late, 
visiting on the wards of our hospitals, a duty he found very rewarding. For 
many years he was the Presbyterian Chaplain at Forster Green Hospital 
conducting worship prior to the Sunday morning service in the Church. 
During those years he was privileged to see the dreaded disease of 
tuberculosis conquered. 
 
Realising the need for better facilities for our young people he was 
instrumental in urging the Congregation to erect a new Church Hall. He 
maintained a keen interest in this project and was at the head of every 
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fund raising scheme to defray its cost. The new hall was opened for use in 
1966. 
 
As a keen golfer his undisputed ability was often displayed on the golf 
course. This talent, together with his sense of humour, drew the 
admiration of his many friends. 
 
Throughout his life Mr. Little was deeply interested in the political life of 
the province and indeed at Westminster where his father, the beloved 
former minister of Castlereagh, Rev. Dr. James Little, served as Member of 
Parliament during the war years. 
 
Mr. Little took an active interest in the Orange Order where for many 
years he was Chaplain to Holywood District L.O.L. No 14 and also to the 
local lodge which bears his father’s name, Rev. Dr. Little Memorial 
L.O.L.744. 
 
After a long ministry of some 38 years Rev. J. Hastings Little preached his 
farewell service on Sunday, 25th March 1984 and retired from the active 
ministry on 31st March 1984 and passed to his reward in 1988. 
 
Preceding cremation at Roselawn on Friday, 22nd April 1988, a funeral 
service was held in the Church, attended by a large congregation. 
 
To Mrs. Little, Jonathan, Diana and family circle the deepest sympathy of 
the Kirk Session is extended. 
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REV. RICHARD JOHN MONTGOMERY 
CASTLEREAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 1985-1989 

 
 

 

Following a vacancy of eight months, the Congregation issued a call to the 
Rev. Richard John Montgomery, B.A., B.D., on November 29th, 1984. 
 



57 
 

A native of Ballymoney and a member of Trinity Congregation, Mr. 
Montgomery was educated at Dalriada Grammar School, Queen’s 
University and Union Theological College, Belfast. He served an 
assistantship in Abbey Congregation, Monkstown, from where he was 
called to the joint charge of Tullyallen and Mountnorris.  Prior to 
accepting the call to Castlereagh he was Deputy Director at W.G. 
Thompson House, Antrim Road, Road, Belfast – the Boys’ Residential Club. 
 
As the thirteenth minister, and the third to bear the name Montgomery, 
he was installed by the Presbytery of East Belfast in the Congregation of 
Castlereagh on January, 24th 1985.  The day was marked by a heavy 
snowfall and the considerable attendance on such a wintry night coupled 
with a wonderful sense of God’s blessing made it a most happy and 
memorable occasion. 
 
Mr. Montgomery quickly established a rapport with the young people  
drawing many teenagers to a newly formed Youth Fellowship. To cater 
for the needs of the young the barn at the manse was redesigned as a 
Youth Centre. The establishment of a Cradle Roll and Crèche enabled close 
contact with our youngest children to be maintained. In October, 1985, 
the formation of the Girls’ Brigade replaced the Girl Guides and the 
commencement of the Mothers & Toddlers Group soon followed. For our 
senior citizens the Hilltop Group provided both friendship and fellowship. 
 
Mr.  Montgomery believed passionately in prayer and the preaching of the 
Word. He encouraged prayer meetings and was particularly interested in 
Divine Healing. His sermons were well researched and their presentations 
continually challenged the Congregation as to their relationship with 
Christ. He studied the scriptures deeply and in 1986 obtained a Master of 
Arts degree from the New University of Ulster on “The Ethics and 
Philosophy of Religion”. An additional Communion Service on Good 
Friday was also introduced, increasing the sacrament to five times each 
year. 
 
In April, 1986, an Evangelical Mission, conducted by Rev. Maurice Barr, 
was followed by spiritual blessing and to assist with the growing 
Congregation five additional ruling elders were ordained on December 6th 
1987. The morning service of worship broadcast by the BBC on May 31st 
1987 was highly praised. All who took part did exceptionally well and the 
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singing was excellent. We praise the Lord for this opportunity of outreach, 
praying that much blessing and soul winning followed. 
 
On the retirement of our previous minister it was realised the manse 
required major refurbishment. The congregation embarked on an 
extensive renovation scheme costing around £50,000. Unfortunately, in 
the autumn of 1987, to the shock and distress of all, dry rot was 
discovered in the beautifully restored manse. An estimate of around 
£20,000 to deal with the problem gave no guarantee of its eradication.  
Being a possible health hazard the congregation reluctantly took the 
decision to sell the premises and at a meeting in February, 1988, it was 
agreed to purchase a new manse on the Baronscourt Development site at 
Carryduff. Mr. Montgomery, his wife, Heather, and their two sons, John 
and Adam, took up residence in the new manse on May 18th 1988. 
 
Mr. Montgomery tendered his resignation as minister of the congregation 
to the meeting of the East Belfast Presbytery on April 4th 1989, becoming 
effective on April 17th 1989. 
 
The following Ruling Elders were ordained on: 

6 December 1987:  
 
Mr Thomas Crooks, Mr Charles Magee, 
Mr Adrian Muirhead, Mr Philip Simpson, Mr Alan Wallace 
 
 
 

 

 
REV. JAMES HASTINGS MC INTYRE 

 
 
Following the resignation of the previous minister “Leave to Call” was 
granted by The Union Commission on June 20th 1989. At a meeting of the 
congregation on March 14th 1990 a unanimous call was issued to Rev. 
James Hastings McIntyre, B.A., B.Sc., B.D. Dip. Ed. 
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Mr. McIntyre entered the ministry as a mature student having been a 
member of the teaching profession for nineteen years. He held the post of 
Head of the Science Department in Glastry High School. Prior to his 
assistantship in Cregagh Congregation his undoubted abilities were 
recognised by teachers and children alike. His Christian witness was 
acknowledged in his home Congregation of 2nd Newtownards where, 
among the many duties he accepted, were those of Boys’ Brigade captain 
and Congregational Secretary. 
 
Mr. McIntyre was installed by the Presbytery of East Belfast as the 
fourteenth minister of Castlereagh on Wednesday, April 25th 1990 in a 
church full to overflowing with members of the Congregation and guests. 
At the reception words of welcome were extended to the new minister, 
his wife, Rosamund, and children, Mark and Ruth.  
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In his pulpit ministry Mr. McIntyre sought to proclaim the whole Counsel 
of God and consistently challenged believers of their relationship with 
Christ. Each service was well researched, linking praise and prayer with 
the sermon topic chosen. A gifted musician, he was equally at home at the 
organ or piano and his ability to lead the Congregation in praise uplifted 
the worship of the sanctuary. As a communicator he related well to all age 
groups. Young children were specially blessed with the weekly children’s 
address and participation in the work of the Sunday School.  The annual 
Holiday Bible Club attracted many children including those with no 
church connection. May the seed patiently sown and carefully cultivated 
be divinely blessed with much spiritual growth in the years ahead. 
 
Drawing on his earlier teaching experience Mr. McIntyre served as a 
representative of the Presbyterian Church on the local Education & 
Library Board. In our growing secularised society the pastoral oversight 
of the Congregation presented problems not faced before. New 
challenging situations demanded much time in counselling and 
befriending. Mr. McIntyre recognised the importance of this pastoral care 
and sought to provide it through faithful visitation. 
 
To assist with the spiritual growth of the Congregation elders were 
ordained on three occasions, 1992, 1994 and 1999. Prayer times were 
maintained. A “Week of Mission” in March, 1994, was conducted by Rev. 
David Johnston, 1st Newtownards Congregation. The Mission, together 
with The Alpha Course in 1999, were spiritual encouragements to many. 
 
In February, 1993, the Congregation, realising the inadequacy of the 
Church Hall kitchen, approved its extension together with the erection of 
the “Ernest Wilson Room”. Conscious of the distance of the manse at 
Baronscourt Road from the church the Congregation, in 1996, purchased 
a site at Garland Hill for a new manse. The building was completed in the 
spring of 1997 when the family took up residence. 
 
A major rebuilding project at the rear of the Church provided additional 
and larger rooms together with access from both the ground floor and the 
gallery. The Re-opening Service and Dedication of the new extension was 
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conducted by Rev. John McLean from Boghall Parish Church, Scotland, on 
Sunday June 17th 2001, the opening ceremony being performed by Mrs. 
Iris McLean. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
After eleven years of faithful service  Mr. McIntyre accepted a unanimous 
call to Cregagh Congregation on 2nd July 2001 and was installed in that 
congregation on 19th September 2001. 
 
Ruling Elders were ordained on the following occasions: 
5 April 1992: Mr Robert S Bole, Mr David Leckey, Mr Wilson Moore, Mr 
Patrick Park, Mr James Steele 
17 April 1994: Mr Jack Anderson, Mr Trevor Busby, Mr James McCandless,            
Mr Alan McMullan 
21 March 1999: Mr Kenneth Foster, Mr Kenneth Lavery, 
Mr Andrew McCann 
 



62 
 

 
 
 

REV. RICHARD KER GRAHAM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Richard Ker Graham was installed as minister of Castlereagh on 
Friday, May 31st 2002.  Mr Graham was born a son of Orritor Manse, 
Cookstown, where his father was minister. Three years later his father 
received a call to Carlisle Road Congregation, Londonderry and this was 
to be Ker’s home.  He attended Ebrington Primary School after which he 
spent three years at Coleraine Inst. As the “troubles” eased he came home 
to the newly combined school of Foyle & Londonderry College. After 
obtaining his ‘O’ levels, Mr. Graham went to work in the Banking industry, 
beginning his career in Enniskillen and then moving to Coleraine where 
he spent six years. 
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Although brought up in a Christian home, Ker knew that he had to accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his own personal Saviour. This he did back in 
January, 1975, at twelve years of age. Over a period of time he had felt 
God calling him into some kind of Christian work. He had been ordained 
to the Eldership in Carlisle Road Congregation on 17th April, 1988, and 
this gave him some practical and pastoral experience.  In May, 1990, Mr. 
Graham applied for University entrance and in September, 1990, he left 
the Banking industry to embark upon a primary degree course at 
University of Ulster, Coleraine. While at Coleraine he applied to the Board 
of Studies of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and, upon receipt of a 
Bachelor of Arts degree, entered Union Theological College where he was 
awarded a Bachelor of Theology degree in June, 1996. 
 
Mr. Graham was appointed Assistant Minister in 1st Cookstown in 1995. 
Here he made many friends and renewed links with those who had been 
blessed by his father’s ministry years earlier.  In June, 1998, Mr. Graham 
was ordained and installed as minister of 1st Castlederg & Killeter 
Congregations. He ministered in these spread out rural Congregations 
until May, 2002, when he was installed in Castlereagh. While in Castlederg 
he married Norma whom he had met in 1st Cookstown Congregation. 
 
Mr. Graham exercised a reformed evangelical ministry and was 
passionate in expounding the Gospel. His great burden was evangelism 
and mission and he longed to see more people enter into a saving and 
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
After a period of ill health the Rev. Ker Graham resigned his charge on 31st 
December, 2005. 
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For almost 360 years the congregation has been 
served by only sixteen Ministers, with the Rev. 
Mervyn R. Burnside B.Sc. being the most recent 
addition to the ministerial succession, after his 
installation on 9th February 2007. 
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