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PROBABLE SITE OF FIRST MEETING HOUSE 

  
 
 
During recent research an Ordnance Survey map of the area was 
obtained. The map indicates the position of Castlereagh Presbyterian 
Church. The design was T-shaped and located in the present graveyard. It 
is not unreasonable to assume that the old wall on the southern side of 
the existing building is probably part of that Church and the stone pillars 
leading into the “old” graveyard formed an entrance. 
 
Around the mid twentieth century an inscribed stone was discovered 
near the rear of the present Church building. The stone is now located in 
the Church vestibule and reads as follows:- 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter ye house of the 
Lord Thy God with humility 

Built Anno Dominie 1754 
Samuel Alexander 

Minister 
 
 
 

Remembering that the first Presbyterian meeting house at Castlereagh 
was around 1720, this stone probably refers to the second building which 
served the congregation until the present Church was erected in 1835. 
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CALL TO REVEREND HENRY HASLETT, 1816 
 

To the Reverend Henry Haslett, Minister of the 
Gospel. 
 
We, the Session and other members of the 
congregation of Castlereagh, having heard of your 
abilities, holiness of life and diligence in preaching the 
Gospel, and having obtained an opportunity from 
your discourses preached among us of becoming 
acquainted with your soundness in the Faith and 
qualifications for the Ministerial office, and being 
satisfied that the gifts wherewith God hath blessed 
you are suited to promote our spiritual edification – 
after serious calling upon God and hoping to be 
directed by Him in our choice – do hereby cordially 
invite and call you to be our fixed Pastor and 
Teacher. We promise to receive dutifully from your 
hands the ordinances of Christ by you faithfully 
administered, to pay a becoming respect to your 
person and to afford you such suitable support as may 
enable you to labour in the work of the Lord among us 
without distraction. This our unanimous call we have 
subscribed in our meeting house this 21st July, 1816. We 
add before we annex our signatures that we will give 
you the annual stipend of sixty pounds, and as it is to 
be hoped that the congregation will greatly increase 
under your ministry we likewise promise you such 
increase as may arise from such seats as may be built, 
after the expense of building them is defrayed. 
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Alexr. Clark    

David Stewart The above were subscribed in the meeting house 

Hugh McClune  of Castlereagh the day and year above written. 

Thos. Bruce   

Alexr. Stewart  Attested by James Riddell, Minister. 

 
John Mcnair 
James Stewart 
Wm. Logan 
Wm. Logan 
Simon Logan 
Robt. Johnston 
Andrew Wilgar 
William Mccomb 
John Hille 
Thos. Clawson 
Saml. Anderson 
John Mcdowl 
Alexr. Malcomson 
John Mawhinney 
Alexr. Anderson 
Robert Stewart 
Arthur Mcgraw 
James Smyth 
John Gourley 
John Turner 
Samuel Turner 
William Anderson 
William Cord 
Wm. Scott 
John Mcgady 
Hugh Mcneal 
 

Robert Martin 
William Heddely 
James Mcclean 
James Busby 
Robt. Mcraken 
William Cottom 
William Green 
William Robinson 
Robt. Martin 
James White 
William Reid 
Jas. Johnson 
David Wilgar 
Abraham Fairnax 
Saml. Atkinson 
Hugh Busbey 
James Bruce 
Robert Martin 
Robert Smyth 
John Mcneal 
Robert Rainey 
Adam Shanks 
Robt. Malcomson 
Tomas Stuard 
Robert Mcquoid 
Saml. Wallace 
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THE USE AND DISTRIBUTION OF TOKENS 
 
According to the established law of the early Church of Scotland as 
“Reformed”, no one was allowed to partake of the Lord’s Supper unless 
those who had been previously supplied with a communion token. It was 
a guarantee of their right to receive Communion. The tokens were 
distributed during the days immediately prior to the Sacramental Sabbath 
day. 
 
The pre-communion season was a very important occasion, and 
lengthened out into several days. It served the purpose of an evangelistic 
mission, a convention for the deepening of spiritual life, a congregational 
social gathering and it eliminated all the problems of revising the 
Communion Roll. It would often begin as far ahead as the Thursday and 
services would continue each day until Thanksgiving service on the 
Monday following. This programme varied from place to place but in 
every place there was a visitation of the congregation by the elders, a 
reception of new communicants by the Kirk Session and a distribution of 
tokens as a result of this pastoral care and examination. 
 
This distribution sometimes took place at the first service (Thursday) and 
sometimes at the Saturday evening meeting immediately before the 
Communion day. Whatever the practice, would-be communicants had to 
come forward and receive the tokens from the minister himself, or 
sometimes from their own elder. If absent from this distribution they had 
to attend at the Session on the Sabbath morning. 
 
In Ireland the programme was never so long or so complicated. There 
were not the same crowds travelling long distances to attend as happened 
in Scotland where, alas, these gala occasions sometimes degenerated into 
‘a holy fair’ with attendant evils of more than one kind. Nevertheless in 
the early days of Presbyterianism in Ireland, when ministers were few, 
both ministers and congregations did combine to travel longer or shorter 
distances and to share their sacramental occasions. Tokens were 
therefore essential in recognising strangers who might appear at a 
neighbouring congregation’s communion service and be unknown there 
even at no great distance from home. 
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MAKING THE TOKENS 
 

Most of the early tokens in Ireland were made of lead as it was readily 
available and comparatively easy to work; but there were others of tin, 
brass and white metal. The shapes also varied. Some were round and 
some were square. Others were elliptical, rectangular or octagonal. In 
some cases they carried the name of the congregation, or perhaps only 
the initial of it. Some bore the name of the minister of the time or only his 
initials. Sometimes the date of the congregation’s foundation was given 
and sometimes the year of the minister’s installation. In a few cases the 
token would bear some local or Biblical significance. 
 
In many cases the tokens were made locally, indeed at the beginning they 
were all made in this way. The services of a local blacksmith or 
silversmith were called upon and the results of their work varied 
according to their skill. 
 
Tokens had to be replaced from time to time because of losses from one 
cause or another. In some congregations a change of minister required a 
new token to be struck. To do this the old tokens were sometimes melted 
down to provide the new ones. In other cases the old tokens which had 
become out of date were either hidden underneath the pulpit or given a 
decent burial in the churchyard. These customs account for the rarity of 
some of the older tokens. 
 

The only metal tokens of Castlereagh Congregation which have survived 

date from the ministry of Rev. Henry Haslett and are inscribed: 

 

 

 

 

 

CASTLEREAGH 

CONGREGATION 

 
H. HASLETT 
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JOHN MILLAR, ARCHITECT 

 

The Castlereagh church has a site on top of the Castlereagh hills 
commanding views right across Belfast to Cavehill. The church sits back 
from the road behind iron railings and is entered between two fluted gate 
pillars with ornamental urns on top. The main walls of the church are of 
rubble construction and the facades are cement rendered although 
according to the Ordinance Survey the main façade was originally stucco-
covered. The front façade faces east and again is divided into three bays; 
this time the central bay is receded and is wider than the two flanking 
bays. The two giant order lonic half columns that rise either side of the 
entrance are set ‘in antis’ within the central bay. The two terminal bays 
are each framed by two giant order pilasters rising to an entablature and 
pedestal-parapet which runs across the full façade. Positioned centrally 
above the façade is a square pedestal with circular openings forming the 
base of a single staged circular belfry. The belfry has an engaged order of 
eight pilasters with narrow openings between, supporting a copper dome 
and is the first known instance of a centrally placed belfry on a 
Presbyterian church in Ireland. The belfry is styled on the Monument of 
Lysicrates in Athens and the particular lonic order used that has canted 
volutes with curved tops and wide flaring bases is derived from the 
interior columns of the Temple of Epicurius at Bassae. It would appear 
that Millar was a well informed architect and indeed he had a copy of the 
fourth volume of The Antiquities of Athens published in 1830 in which he 
would have found details of his models. 

When the Third Presbyterian Church in Rosemary Street, Belfast, was 
destroyed in 1941 by a German bomb, one of the ten hollow cast-iron 
columns of its portico was found to contain a six foot slab of slate with the 
following arrogant inscription: 
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“POSTERITY know ye that I a son-of-dust do cause 

this tablet to be here inserted that you may not 

attribute the design of this Building to others than 

myself which I designed in my Eighteenth year and 

third of my studentship 1829 During an absence 

from my native town Belfast the superintendency 

was entrusted at its commencement to two quacks 

Duff and Jackson self-styled architects who so 

mutilated my designs as to make me almost disown 

them that portion of the dross you People of refined 

taste which I can foresee you must be can easily 

distinguish from the refined on my return I fostered 

my own child until it grew to what you now behold 

having began and finished the Peripteral Portico 

under my own personal superintendence in the year 

1831 JOHN MILLAR ARCHITECT.” 

 

One can only conjecture what may be concealed in the foundations 

of Castlereagh Church! 
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ADVERTISEMENT IN BELFAST NEWSLETTER, AUGUST, 1835 
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(EXTRACT FROM THE 1946/7 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT) 

Letter from Rev. J. Hastings Little 

Castlereagh Manse 
1st January, 1947 

My Dear Friends, 
 This is the first letter I have addressed to you as my parishioners and 
it is most fitting that I should do so, in this my first year as Minister of 
Castlereagh Presbyterian Church and at the dawn of the New Year. I have on 
a former occasion expressed to you my thanks and gratitude for calling me to 
minister amongst you.  I have already asked for your forbearance and prayers 
in connection with my work, as only you, who knew my beloved father so 
well, can realize the great difficulty I have in trying to follow, ever so humbly, 
in his footsteps. 

 I am conscious of the great honour you have done me and it is my 
earnest desire to give of my best in the work to which I have dedicated 
myself. 

 Already I have had the pleasure and privilege of visiting many of you 
in your own homes and I have found what my father often referred to, a 
deep sense of loyalty and devotion to your Minister, and to our historic 
Church of Castlereagh. I can truly say like the Psalmist “The lines are fallen 
unto me in pleasant places.” 

 In four years time we will be celebrating the tercentenary of the 
formation of this congregation. During the 300 years God has prospered our 
congregation both spiritually and materially, and my heart is gladdened to 
know that, never at any time in its history has our Church been more greatly 
blessed than at present. You have continued to show, as during my father’s 
ministry, the same interest by your attendance at and devotion to public 
worship, and with your prayers and support we can look forward with 
confidence to the future in Castlereagh. 
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 I should like to thank 
the two members of our Kirk 
Session, Mr. John Crawford, 
J.P., and Mr. Ernest Wilson, 
J.P., for their sympathetic 
help in looking after the 
spiritual needs of our widely 
scattered congregation. Our 
Church Committee have 
given me great assistance 
since my ordination. I am 
grateful to our hard-working 
Financial Secretary, Mr. 
William Busby and our 
painstaking Treasurers, Mr. 
John Crawford, J.P., and 
Councillor Hugh Hamilton, 
who foster our finances with 
such diligent care. 

 We now enter upon 
a New Year. The world has 
just emerged from a 
tremendous war. Men and 
women realize now, as 

never before, the need for Divine help and guidance. There is a yearning in 
the heart of man for something that the world cannot satisfy. It is for us in 
the Church to prove to the outside world that the only true satisfaction lies in 
a life dedicated to God and based on the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
As we look back over the days of the year just closed, we see how full they 
have been of the unfailing goodness and mercy of God, while, at the same 
time, our own failure to approximate to the Divine standard of life confronts 
and humbles us. As we pass through the gateway into the untried, untrodden 
highway of another year, we do so at a time of much restlessness, discontent, 
misunderstanding and industrial strife, but we are cheered with the guidance 
of Jesus Christ, Who knows every step of the way. 
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 In the aftermath of war the year that lies ahead of us will have its 
pressing problems to be solved, its unrest to be allayed, its feverishness to be 
alleviated, its seething discontent to be remedied; but, it will brace us for the 
journey, and give us strength to persevere, if we remember “that the earth is 
not a derelict on a shoreless sea, but, an ark steered by God straight from the 
golden shore.”  I would suggest that every member of the historic 
Congregation of Castlereagh should, as far as possible, attend at least one 
Church service every Sunday during the year 1947, and, when they take their 
places in the House of God, show their spirit of reverence by offering a prayer 
to God for themselves, for those who minister and those who worship in it. 
You will each find a place and a duty in our Church. You will have an 
opportunity of giving your full fair share towards its life. This is a time when 
everyone counts, when everyone is needed and when everyone can make his 
or her contribution towards the moral and spiritual life of our community. Let 
each one of you act and serve as if the future prosperity of our beloved 
Congregation depended on your individual effort. 
     
   Your Pastor and Friend, 
      
     J. HASTINGS LITTLE 
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(EXTRACT FROM THE 1946/7 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT) 

REPORT OF WELCOME HOME COMMITTEE 

 
During the war years the Girls’ Auxiliary provided comforts for those 
connected with the Congregation who were serving in His Majesty’s 
Forces. 
 
A committee, of which Miss McClune acted as Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, was formed to make arrangements for welcoming home our 
returned service men and women. 
 
On 16th October, 1946, at a largely attended social evening in the Orange 
Hall (kindly loaned by the local Orange Lodge) the Church members 
officially welcomed the returned service personnel and presented each 
with a cheque. Two members of the Congregation – Gunner John 
Campbell and Sergeant Stanley Busby made the supreme sacrifice. 
 
The following members of the Church served in one or other of the 
various branches of His Majesty’s Forces: 
 
Stewart Aicken, Isabel Boyd, Joseph Boyd, William Boyd, William Burns, 
Robert Campbell, William Campbell, Brian Craig, Kenneth Erwin, Robert 
Erwin, Harold Harvey, David Ireland, Helen Little, Joan McAlister, William 
McAlister, Leslie McMinn, David Mann, James Maxwell, Stanley Maxwell, 
James Morrow, James Sharpe, David Sloan, William Sloan, George Stewart, 
Albert Woods and Ronald Wright. 
An Armistice Service was held on Sabbath, 10th November, 1946, the 
preacher being the Rev. J. Hastings Little, M.A. The Servicemen and 
women of both wars occupied the front portion of the Church and the 
lessons were read by Captain R.W. Craig and Surgeon Lieutenant Harold 
Harvey. The Last Post and Reveille were sounded by buglers and a wreath 
was placed by Corporal Wm. Hedley and Squadron Leader Ronald Wright, 
D.F.C., on the Church War Memorial. 
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(EXTRACT FROM THE 1946/7 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT) 

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS 
by 

Herbert J. Crawford 
 
I wonder if fathers and mothers still tell their children – with the same old 
regretful sighs – that childhood is the happiest time of life. 
 
It is true that I did not greatly enjoy my schooldays, and no ordeal that has 
come my way can compare with the daily carnival of dread that I suffered 
at school as a boy over thirty years ago. Shrinking and awestruck and 
overwhelmed by those who were my masters I tasted a bitterness of 
misery then that I can still remember in all its poignancy. 
 
For however sharp be our adult troubles, we at least have a sense of 
mastery, begotten of our knowledge of the world. We know the forces we 
are up against, and if we fall foul of them we know the limits of their 
power to plague us. 
 
But the little boy at school is beset with the fear of the unknown; he is girt 
about with nameless dismay; his world has no horizon. Often he has only 
the foggiest idea as to what this new experience means, and he has no 
philosophy of life with which to fend off its slings and arrows. He hardly 
knows what is expected of him; and the sovereignty wielded by his 
masters over his person appears to be endless and is therefore 
unimaginably awful. 
 
But life, even to a schoolboy like myself, had its compensations. When 
lessons were over for the day, it was my constant delight to saddle our 
little pony and scamper off to seek some new adventure, some fresh 
experience among these beautiful hills. 
 
Often have I stood on the site of the old Grey Castle watching the sun rise 
of a summer’s morning. I used to wonder whether the shade of Con 
O’Neill was not peering at me from behind the great trees of The 
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Plantation, some of which, alas, are no more. Below could be seen the 
waters of the Lough change suddenly to a shimmering mass of reflected 
glory when touched by the magic rays of the rising sun. And in the 
background, the Cave Hill standing like a great sentinel over all, its 
Napoleonic profile silhouetted against the ever brightening skyline. 
 
Truly, the simplest landscape has a beauty of its own, there is poetry in 
the dullest things if you make up your mind to find it; but you must have 
“a seeing eye and an understanding heart.” 
 
In this scene of sylvan splendour with nothing to break the stillness save 
the sound of my pony munching the dewy-peaked grass, I would try to 
picture this place in the days of long ago. The grey castle would look 
before me with its many turrets and battlements; its grotesque towers 
proudly erect and pointing to the sky. The sound of revelry is heard 
within the walls, and the ribald songs of the soldiery reaching the nearby 
stables cause the horses to neigh uneasily. The picture passed away, and it 
seemed as if there was nothing but morning and sunrise in the world. 
From over towards the church came the sound of some early morning 
worker whetting a scythe, unconscious, like myself, of the awful tragedy 
soon to envelop the world. 
 
The Home Rule controversy and the First World War were two events 
which stand out in bold relief against the background of my early youth. 
Preparations for a strange and dreadful civil war had been completed and 
in 1914 everything was ready. Farmers changing into recruits in the 
evenings and learning to be soldiers under the command of the late S. M. 
Millar, J.P.; Sir Edward Carson reviewing a force of more than 100,000; 
people of all classes giving up their sons, who suddenly became first class 
soldiers; private houses ready at a moment’s notice to turn into hospitals; 
cellars concealing 500,000 rifles brought from Germany . . . when 
suddenly from the Continent came the faint distant echo of the tocsin. The 
British Government picked up from the arena the iron gauntlet thrown 
down by Germany and the first Great War began. Ulster, on the eve of a 
struggle with vital interests at stake, thrust her own woes into the 
background, turned her gaze towards France and Belgium, and her 
squadrons, armed for private warfare at once filled up the ranks of 
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Kitchener’s Army. In the great battles of every year it was Ulster’s noblest 
blood which drenched the never-to-be-forgotten plains of Flanders. 
What of those schoolmates and friends of mine who left our own 
countryside to die for King and Country: John Campbell, George Carlile, 
John Harvey, David Hewitt, James Jamison, William McMinn, John Magill 
and Harold Patterson. 
 
They were not forced to take part in such a mangling of butchery, such an 
indiscriminate anarchy of slaughter and mutilation, as no man had 
witnessed from the beginning of time. Yet they went for Honour’s sake, 
for Right and for their native land. Theirs indeed was the Glory. So much 
heroism – how shall we ever forget it? I shall not forget that mother 
whom I went to see a few days after her son – whose name is amongst 
those mentioned above – was “killed in action.” Her features were 
distorted by the violence of her grief, yet not one word of complaint did 
she utter, only sobbing great, deep, heart-broken sobs. Overhead, I can 
remember a clear, cold moon was moving slowly through the sky. 
 
As I look back at the Castlereagh of my youth I see it crowded with august 
figures of men and women all striving to lead the world up towards things 
noble and of good repute; I see those in authority respected because they 
stooped to no injustice and were impervious to any corrupt temptation; I 
see the management of Castlereagh Church in the hands of men and 
women like the Rev. J. B. Thompson and later the Rev. Dr. Little, Joseph 
Stewart, John Boal, Thomas Patterson, S. M. Millar, Alex Campbell, John 
Wallace, the Misses Macrory and many others. I see self-respect and 
personal dignity in every walk of life and every class of society; and a 
serene splendour over all.  
 
A mere recital of the names of these men and women who adorned the 
offices of the Old Kirk in years gone by is enough to convince us of the 
splendour which of right it enjoys today. They pass with the inward eye 
“in long procession calm and beautiful” making us proud to feel that we 
are in such noble succession. 
 
There is one whose name I have not mentioned who forms, as it were, a 
connecting link between the old and the new, and I trust that I may be 
forgiven if I mention him now – my father. 
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Happily, he is still with us, and has lived to see the reaping of a harvest, 
the seeds of which were sown long ago by him and those others who have 
now passed on. At last he sees the old church which he loves, rich in its 
Christian Ministry and historical associations, marching on in peace and 
tranquillity – and is content. 
 

(EXTRACT FROM THE 1946/7 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT) 

 

AN APPRECIATION of the Late 
REV. DR. JAMES LITTLE, M.P. 

 
(This appreciation appeared in several Co. Down newspapers) 

 
On Sunday, 31st day of March, 1946, a great light went out in County 
Down. On that day when the Castlereagh hills were bathed in 
sunshine and whilst his people were wending their way homeward 
from Church – just passing his bedroom window – the great, good 
and kindly Doctor James Little breathed his last. Truly it can be said, 
a great light flickered out in Castlereagh, in County Down and indeed 
over the whole of our Northern Land. 
 
Those who had the privilege of knowing the man personally - they could 
be numbered in thousands – and those other tens of thousands who knew 
him by repute felt a deep sense of personal loss, when the sad tidings 
were announced. An Ulsterman, who was a credit to his country, to his 
King, to his Church and to his faith had gone to his reward. A great fighter 
had fought his last fight without grumbling or whimpering and died as he 
had lived, fearing the face of neither friend nor foe. 
 
James Little was what we would like to regard as a typical Ulsterman. 
Born in Glascar, County Down, he was a son of the soil, and to the end of 
his days never lost the love of the countryside, and all things connected 
therewith. A minister of our great Irish Presbyterian Church he was loved 
by all and admitted by every denomination to be one of the greatest 
preachers of his day.In whatever church over Ulster, or indeed, the British 



25 
 

 Isles, “The Doctor,” as he 
was familiarly called, 
preached, the people 
flocked to hear him. How 
often have I heard it said 
after a service at which he 
was the preacher, “Isn’t 
he a grand preacher?” or 
“Wasn’t that a grand 
sermon?” 
 
Gifted with a powerful 
voice, a wonderful 
command of language and 
powers of an orator, the 
Doctor was able to hold 
his audiences spell-
bound. What a treat it was 
to hear him expounding 
the Word of God which he 

loved so much! No one could come in contact with him and not realise 
what a striking personality he was and what a beautiful simple faith he 
possessed. 
 
No matter where the Doctor travelled there was one place he put above 
all others – that was Castlereagh. He was never happier than when 
walking over those wind-swept and green-clad hills visiting his 
parishioners. No Church ever had a more faithful pastor – very few 
clergymen ever had such devoted, loyal people to minister to. His memory 
and teachings will live with them and in them – ever a guide to that higher 
and nobler life. 
 
In the year 1939, after devoting a lifetime to the furtherance of the work 
of Christ, a vast new field was opened to him. He entered politics and 
became the Unionist member for County Down at Westminster. What a 
wonderful day that was for Ulster! Now there was in the Historic Palace at 
Westminster an Ulsterman of the old school, an Ulsterman who could and 
would speak for Ulster. An Ulsterman who was prepared to fight and if 
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necessary die for Ulster. Who shall ever forget his famous maiden speech? 
On a debate on Palestine he skilfully introduced the subject nearest his 
heart – “Ulster.”That great House listened in awed silence to this silver-
haired patriarch from the land which was shortly to become the outpost 
of the Empire. When he had finished there followed glowing tributes from 
such eminent Parliamentarians as Winston Churchill and James Maxton. 
The son of Ulster had proved his mettle, had won his spurs. Henceforth 
the House would listen to him. Now, after many years, Ulster had a real 
representative to press her case and ensure she got justice. 
 
During the following years the Doctor worked tirelessly in and out of the 
House in the interests of his beloved Ulster. He became a famous figure at 
Westminster, a man loved by his fellow M.P.’s but feared by many 
Ministers of State because he never rested until justice was done. All over 
our Northern land are thousands of people who have to thank the Doctor, 
and who have thanked him, for interesting himself in their cases, and 
being responsible for righting many wrongs and remedying many 
hardships. Those years were the war years. Travelling was almost 
impossible, yet the Doctor was always in his place. No one knows how his 
strength was taxed and sapped by those horrible journeys. Many younger 
and stronger men quailed at the thought of an occasional journey to 
London, yet week after week the Doctor made the trip, never complaining 
of the hardships, but always with that well-known smile on his handsome 
face. When the bombs were falling thick and fast on London the Doctor 
was still at Westminster. When the flying bombs began to come over in 
droves the Doctor was still there. In answer to my question, he himself 
told me, not boastingly, that he did not seek shelter in the basement 
during those awful nights but remained in his bedroom and committed 
himself to his God. 
 
The Doctor became a famous figure in London. An English member of 
Parliament who now occupies one of the highest positions in the State 
said of him after his death “You never sent a man like him from Ulster 
before and it is unlikely you will ever have his equal again.” 
 
Three of his constituents from Co. Down were in London and decided to 
call at the House and see the Doctor. The London policeman was at his 
accustomed place near the doorway and one of the Ulstermen decided to 
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have a chat with him. “Do you know Dr. Little?” The policeman’s reply was 
illuminating – “Everyone here knows the Doctor. No one can say anything 
against Northern Ireland when he is in the House.” 
 
In 1945 came the General Election. The happenings of that time are now 
history and the gallant Doctor found himself contesting the Election for 
County Down as an Unofficial Unionist. What tremendous courage the 
man had! At the age of 76 years, without an organisation at his back, 
without knowing who was for him or against him, the Grand Old Man of 
Ulster took on single-handed the whole Official Unionist Party in the 
County. But his record and his courage brought the rewards they 
deserved. The great Orange Order and kindred Institutions (of which he 
was so proud to be a member) and loyalist friends all over the country, 
stepped to his side and the Doctor was alone no longer. Then began that 
whirlwind campaign which will be remembered by County Down folk as 
long as they live and the tales of which will, we believe, be handed down 
to posterity. Those of us who were associated with him in that campaign 
know full well the effort it cost him, but he counted not the cost in 
strength or money, when a vital principle was at stake. 
 
Down is a large county with a population of approximately 150,000, 
North, South, East and West, he went with his loyal band of supporters 
and speakers. In each countryside village and town the people rallied to 
his standard. What a privilege it was to hear him address those meetings! 
His powerful voice thundered out in Orange Halls, Church Halls, streets, 
market squares and cross roads, and the people cheered him until they 
were hoarse. During the whole Election he never uttered one word 
against his opponents. I can still hear him say – “They are decent men, I 
like them. I like them so much that I want you to put an X at my name and 
return me at the head of the poll.” For a solid three weeks he travelled the 
county having as many as five meetings in the day. On one famous 
occasion he addressed a huge multitude of people near Dolly’s Brae at 
midnight. How the people loved him and hung on his every word! 
Everywhere he went he was received as a conquering hero, and no better 
reception was accorded him than in his native Banbridge and Rathfriland. 
It has been said:- “A prophet has no honour in his own country,” but 
James Little proved the exception. On the 25th July, 1945, the eagerly 
awaited results were announced. The Doctor was returned at the head of 
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the poll with a majority of almost 24,000. Then began a triumphal tour 
throughout the county. The people clamoured for him, and in his great 
hearted generosity – worn-out though he was by constant travelling, 
speech-making and perhaps sleepless night – he went. 
 
Who can ever forget those Victory meetings? The cheering multitudes and 
the Doctor, forgetting for a moment his bodily tiredness, obliging them 
with another of those real Ulster fighting speeches which they loved. After 
that a short – a very short – holiday and then back to Westminster to 
carry on the fight for Ulster where he had left off. 
 
The heavy laborious work began again, but he faced it with a smile. The 
travelling (now somewhat easier), the letter writing, the speeches, the 
interviews with his constituents and with Ministers of State – the work 
which he had grown to love, and which he did so willingly for Ulster, took 
up all his time. 
 
On Saturday, 23rd March, 1946, he returned from London to his home at 
Castlereagh in his usual good health. On the Sabbath – the day he loved – 
he preached at both services in the church he loved. The evening he spent 
as usual, quietly, in his manse with some of his family and friends who 
had called. On the Monday after breakfast he returned to bed feeling 
unwell, having apparently contracted a chill. In spite of the best medical 
attention his condition at the end of the week worsened, and on the 
Sabbath following he passed away quietly. Thus died a great County 
Down man, a great Ulsterman and a great gentleman. His motto was “I 
serve,” and he spent his life in the service of his Master and his country. 
 
As long as Ulster can produce men of the calibre of Rev. Doctor James 
Little, so long will her future be assured. It is the fervent hope of all, that 
others will be raised up to follow in his footsteps. 
 

“He was a man, take him for all and all, 
We shall not look upon his like again.” 

Wm. Shakespeare 
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HOW LIFE HAS CHANGED! 
POEM FROM CASTLEREAGH DRAUGHTS CLUB 

QUOTATION CALENDAR 1946/7 

A COME-ALL-YE 
 

Come hither lads and lasses 

And listen while I tell, 

Of a grand old place called 

Castlereagh, 

Which we do know full well. 

 

It’s Meeting-House stands up four-

square 

For everything that’s right, 

And it’s there that Dr. Little 

Tells the Gospel pure and bright. 

 

His son is Hastings – friend of all – 

A fine young man and gifted; 

To serve our youth and keep them 

back 

From every form of mischief. 

 

Upon the fort where old King Con 

In days of yore held sway, 

Now stands an Orange Hall superb, 

‘Midst trees in glad array. 

 

A new school, too, adorns the hill, 

Replete and up-to-date; 

The kiddies now don’t have to lick 

Their tongues across their slate. 

 

When U.S.A. went to the War 

Her sons brown as the berry; 

For those who died within our midst 

We gave a cemetery. 

 

And there beneath the Stars and 

Stripes, 

Till dividing seas have fled, 

In Castlereagh they sleep in peace; 

We salute their honoured dead. 

 

There are sights and scenes and 

pleasures 

For the old hand and the novice; 

But for real honest kindness, 

Give me Castlereagh Post Office. 

 

Oh, who would not forsake the crafts 

Of life within the city, 

And come out here for a game of 

draughts, 

With craic both good and witty? 

 

The breezes at the corner of the 

Manse at Castlereagh, 

Which sweep from up the Pound Hill 

to the Trough, 

Would banish from your minds ill 

thoughts of higher pay, 

And send you home so healthy with a 

laugh. 

 

So give your face a rub and come – 

‘Twill banish all your sorrow: 

You know what Castlereagh says to-

day 

England will say to-morrow 



30 
 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL BOUNDS 

 

SYNOD: BELFAST      

From head of Cregagh Road (3630 7107) by Upper Knockbreda Road and 

 

Knock Road to junction with Glen Road (3795 7243) by Glen Road and 

Lower 

 

Braniel Road (3808 720) to Braniel Primary School (3859 7194) by straight 

 

line to junction of Upper Braniel and Middle Braniel Roads (3865 7100) by 

 

Upper Braniel and Lisleen Road (3984 7142) past Mehargs Thorn (3973 7079) 

 

to junction with Gransha Road at Lisleen (4044 6880) by Merryland Cross 

 

Roads (3979 6879) to Knockbracken (3688 6825) by Ballymaconaghy Road 

to 

 

Lisnabreeny House (3659 7022) by Cregagh Glen to Upper Knockbreda Road 

 

(3630 7107) 

 

 

 

EAST BELFAST                                                                    CASTLEREAGH 
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PRESBYTERIAN RECORDS: 

 

The following Records of the Congregation are in the Public Record Office of 

Northern Ireland. 

 

CASTLEREAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: 

 BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 

 

 

 

MIC 

1P/431A 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

DATE 

 

 

1816-1851 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1824-1832 

 

 

 

1832-1849 

 

 

 

1850-1861 

 

 

1854-1992 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

 

Register of baptisms, 1816-1825 and 1832-1851 

(the latter not in date order and are different from 

those in /2 and /3 below) and marriages, 1816-

1825 and 1829-845 (the latter not in date order 

and are different from those in /2 and/3 below) 

for Castlereagh Presbyterian Church, Co. Down. 

 

Register of baptisms, 1824-832, and marriages 

1825-1832, for Castlereagh Presbyterian Church, 

Co. Down. 

 

Register of baptisms, 1832-1849, and marriages 

1832-1844, for Castlereagh Presbyterian Church, 

Co. Down. 

 

Register of baptisms for Castlereagh Presbyterian 

Church, Co. Down. 

 

Register of baptisms for Castlereagh Presbyterian 

Church, Co. Down. 
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CASTLEREAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  MARRIAGES 

 

 

MIC 

1P/431B 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

DATE 

 

 

 

1845-1863 

 

 

1863-1886 

 

 

 

1886-1904 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

(For marriages, 1816-1844, see MIC 1p/413A) 

 

Marriage register for Castlereagh Presbyterian 

Church, Co. Down. 

 

Marriage register for Castlereagh Presbyterian 

Church, Co. Down. 

 

 

Marriage register for Castlereagh Presbyterian 

Church, Co. Down. 

 

 

 

CASTLEREAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  COMMUNICANTS 

 

 

MIC 

1P/431C 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE 

 

 

 

1854-1870 

 

 

 

1872-1893 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

 

. 

Lists of communicants, 1854-1870, with session 

minutes, 1859-1870, for Castlereagh Presbyterian 

Church, Co. Down. 

. 

Communicants’ roll book for Castlereagh 

Presbyterian Church, Co. Down. 
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CASTLEREAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

ECHOES FROM THE PAST 

Jottings from various Minute Books 

 highlighting interesting, and some amusing, 

aspects of congregational life. 

 

by 

Andrew Rainey 
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 May 31
st

 1869 Resolution 

At meeting of Session held 31st May 1869 it was moved by Mr 

Patterson and seconded by Mr Whyte and passed 

unanimously, that the best thanks of the Session of 

Castlereagh Presby. Church are due and are hereby given to 

Messrs William McDowell, James McDowell and Thomas 

McDowell for the very valuable and highly appreciated 

services which they have rendered to the Congregation of 

Castlereagh by gratuitously conducting for a score of years 

in the most efficient and satisfactory manner the Psalmody 

of said Congregation of Castlereagh.       Signed John I. 

Given, Moderator of Session 

 

Kirk Session Meeting, April 25
th

 1870 

…The subject of having the Communion administered in the 

pews was carefully considered and the whole deemed 

expedient, but it was regarded as prudent to postpone the 

carrying out of such arrangements…

 

Kirk Session Meeting October 20
th 

1870 

… agreed to take steps to re-organise the Session – also to 

invite the congregation at an early date to look out among 

themselves eight persons suitable for the office of the 

Eldership…                                              Signed: William 

Rogers, Chairman

 

Congregational Meeting, 28
th

 January 1874 

… Mr Wm McCullough introduced the subject of the well 

which has been dug at the Manse which was agreed to be 

left to the Committee of 4 already appointed as were also 

the arrangements for transacting the ground occupied by 

the cottier house. 
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…The question of in some way increasing the remuneration 

of Dr Rogers in view of his refusal to accept a larger income 

elsewhere came before the meeting. Mr Stewart moved:  

First. That all the seats in the gallery be raised from their 

present pew rent 3/= per sitting to 4/= a sitting. Second: 

That all the front seats and two corner seats on the gallery 

be raised to 4/6 per sitting. Third: That all the seats on the 

ground floor at present let at 3/5 be raised to 4/6 per 

sitting. Fourth: That all the sittings on the ground floor at 

present let at 3/7 per sitting be raised to 5/= per sitting by 

the year. 

This change to take place from first of May 1874.                                   

Mr McClure seconded the motion...

 

Committee Meeting, 1
st

 December 1874…Mr Gelson moved 

and Mr McClure seconded that the sexton be paid at the 

rate of £12 per year…

 

Committee Meeting, 3
rd

 February 1875 

... Matters connected with the bell were left in the hands of 

the Bell Committee. The sum of  £3 was agreed on by the 

Committee  as payment for ringing the bell. 

… It was also agreed to take up a special collection to pay 

lamp oil…  

 

Meeting of Session, April 21
st

 1875 

…The next business was in reference to the conduct of several  

members of this congregation. Since our last Communion it 

was arranged that Mr McDowell and Mr Patterson should 

wait on two of these members with the view of bringing them 
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before the Session, and if they would not come, they could 

not consciously be admitted to the Table of the Lord on the 

coming Sabbath. It was also agreed that Dr Rogers and 

Samuel Stewart wait on two other members of this 

congregation regarding their duty as members coming 

forward to the Communion Table…

 

Meeting of Session, October 26
th

 1875 

...It having been suggested by some members of the 

congregation that it would be desirable to hold the 

Communion oftener than was the usual custom twice in the 

year. It was then arranged that instead of having it only 

twice at May and November as heretofore that we hold our 

Communion three times in the year namely the first Sabbath 

of February, June and October in each year trusting that it 

will tend more to the spirituality of the people and to the 

advancement of the cause of Christ in our midst…

 

Meeting of Session, June 1
st

 1876 

… The members of the Communicants’ class were also present 

and thoroughly questioned by Dr Rogers and some others of 

the members of Session the answers of all being pretty good 

they were then received…    

 

Meeting of School Committee, October 1876 

… Mr McClure moved and Mr Jamison seconded the motion 

that we ask for £240 from the Board of Works to build the 

teacher’s residence and finish up the grounds about it… 
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Committee Meeting, 7
th

 February 1877 

… Mr Samuel Stewart moved that on the day of the 

ordination of Dr J.B. Thomson a luncheon be provided for 

the members of Presbytery in the schoolhouse and that the 

price of admission to members of the congregation and 

others be four shillings. This motion was seconded by Mr 

James Gelstone and passed unanimously. 

It was also arranged that a soiree should be held on the 

evening of the ordination for which the tickets for admission 

should be sold at 1/6 for gentlemen and 1/0 for ladies. A 

number of young men were nominated as stewards.

 

Meeting of Session, May 6
th

 1877 

… The only business was an application from  ………………. for 

a certificate, she having been a member of the Church  in the 

Rev. Dr. Hazlett’s time it was arranged that Dr. Thomson 

should give her a certificate stating that she had been a 

member of the church some twenty years ago but not since 

that time…

 

Meeting of Session, September 1878 

… Mr Thomson having notified the members that the late 

……………….  had left in his will the sum of fifty pounds 

sterling to ten of the deserving poor or the congregation, the 

Session to be the trustees of the said £50 and to be distributed 

by them. It was agreed by Session to post a notice in the 

vestibule of the Church for a few Sabbaths, requesting 

applicants to send in their names as early as possible so that 

a selection might be made from such applicants… 
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Quarterly Meeting, 10
th

 November 1879 

… It was also moved that fuel be got for the church and that 

the sexton be requested to light stoves next Sabbath…

 

Meeting of Session, 24
th

 April 1890 

…This being the fast day a meeting of session was held for the 

purpose of examining young communicants… 

 

Committee Meeting, 29
th

 September, 1880 

… that the secretary write to the sexton directing him to have 

fire in schoolroom lit each Sabbath morning during winter 

and also that the church stoves be lit early on Sabbath 

morning so as to have them properly heated before the 

church time and smoke cleared away. That 10/= be allocated 

for providing firing for Sabbath School and that coal and 

coke be obtained for the church…

 

Committee Meeting, 11
th

 December 1883 

… that until further notice the bell be rang for five instead of 

fifteen minutes before each service, the sexton being in 

delicate health…

 

10
th

 November 1885 

…Rev J.B. Thomson read a letter he had received from Mr 

Robinson, Teacher of the Day School, requesting to be 

supplied with the following maps viz “The World” “Ireland” 

“Europe” “United States”… 
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3
rd

 June 1897 

... The sexton was also instructed to keep his fowl out of the 

graveyard as complaints had been made…

 

Committee Meeting, 11
th

 October 1898 

… It was agreed that 1 doz. Copies of New Hymnary (Family 

Edition) be purchased and presented to members of the 

choir…

 

Committee Meeting, 18
th

 June 1901 

… Several members of Committee having stated that 

objections had been made by members of the congregation 

and others to the sexton keeping cows in the Church grounds 

it was unanimously agreed that this would not be allowed in 

future and the sexton be brought before the Committee and 

informed by the Chairman that he must make arrangements 

to keep his cows elsewhere than on the Church grounds…

 

Session Meeting, Sabbath, 26
th

 October 1902 

…Mr Thomson stated that some members of the congregation 

had expressed their desire that unfermented wine should be 

substituted for the ordinary Port Wine hitherto used in 

observing the Lord’s Supper. After discussion it was agreed 

unanimously that no change should be made at the 

Communion Service on next Sabbath, and that Mr Thomson 

would address the congregation on the subject at an early 

date, and that any members objecting to a change be 

requested to send in their objections in writing to the 

Session… 
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Committee Meeting, 13
th

 January 1902 

…It was reported that 30 tons of gravel had been drawn for 

the walks at the Manse and Church…

 

Committee Meeting, 18
th

 May 1903 

... The Burial Committee were instructed to make the 

interment fee £1 instead of 10/= and to have the increased 

fee and the sexton’s fee of 5/= painted on a board and 

exhibited at the entrance of the graveyard from 1
st

 June… 

 

Meeting of Session, 29
th

 October 1903 

…The business before the meeting was the introduction of 

unfermented wine in the observance of the Lord’s Supper on 

the coming Sabbath. After discussion it was agreed to use the 

unfermented wine. Mr Thomson agreed to speak to any 

possible objectors to the change… 

 

Congregational Committee Meeting, 26
th

 May 1908 

… The condition of the stables in the church grounds was 

fully discussed and after a free interchange of opinion it was 

resolved to build new stables and coach house… 
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Meeting of Congregation, 16
th

 October 1916 

… It was unanimously agreed to ask permission of Presbytery 

to sell the Manse Farm… 

 

 

Committee Meeting, 18
th

 November 1916 

… The Secretary read a number of applications for the 

position of Sexton & Grave-digger.  Mr Henry Fairfield, 

Knockbracken, appeared before the Committee. The 

Chairman read the duties and informed him that the Salary 

was £10 (ten pounds) per annum with free residence; a fee of 

ten shillings for each interment; and 3/6 per day for any 

extra work.  On the motion of Mr Stewart seconded by Mr 

Patterson his application was accepted, and he was herby 

appointed at the above rate…

 

 

Committee Meeting, 29
th

 November 1916 

… In connection with the sale of the Manse Farm it was 

unanimously agreed that the farm should be sold subject to 

the reservation of the present site of the manure heap and 

tank, and to a right of way of a breadth sufficient to allow a 

horse and cart to pass and be turned as far as the outlet 

from the tank, and from the outlet of the tank to the bottom 

of the field in which the tank is situated a right of way of six 

feet from the fence. This reservation was to be for all time…
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Committee Meeting, 9
th

 May 1917 

… The following motion proposed by Mr Wallace and 

seconded by Mr Crawford was passed unanimously:  That the 

Organist’s salary be £25 (twenty-five pounds) per annum on 

the understanding that he help at the Band of Hope 

Meetings; train a Children’s Choir; and get up a Concert 

every year. Messrs Boal, Patterson and Wallace were 

appointed to have an interview with Mr Eston in reference to 

this matter… 

…In connection with the visitation of Presbytery it was 

agreed to entertain the Ministers and Elders to tea in the 

Schoolroom.  Mr Wallace undertook to meet Revs. Dr Wilson 

(Clerk of Presbytery) and Dr Jas. Wilson at Cregagh tramway 

terminus on the evening of the visitation and bring them up 

on his motor car…

 

 

Committee Meeting, 16
th

 February 1921 

… The Secretary was instructed to advertise for Organist & 

Choirmaster in Newsletter, Whig and Evening Telegraph.   

It was agreed to have a hedge planted between the School 

playground and the garden attached to the School 

Residence. The Building Committee received full powers to 

have this work executed; and also to have the petrol lamp 

hung up in a suitable place at the Church gate… 
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Committee Meeting, 21
st

 March 1921 

… Mr Crawford proposed that the weekly free-will offering 

system be adopted from 1
st

 May; this was seconded by Mr 

Gallagher, and unanimously resolved.  The collections for 

the Zenana Mission & Orphans will be taken as usual…

 

Committee Meeting, 4
th

 July 1921 

… It was agreed that the Church property should be insured 

in the sum of £13,800, the amounts being allocated as 

follows: Church £7000; Organ £2000; Manse £2000; Engine 

Room £400; School £800, Teacher’s Residence £700; Sexton’s 

Residence £700, and Stables £200. 

The Chairman presented plans for the lighting of the church 

by electricity; which were considered satisfactory. It was 

decided that the Church should be better ventilated in 

future…

 

Committee Meeting, 22
nd

 January 1923 

… A fund was opened to assist a member of the Congregation 

who has been ill for a considerable time; and the Secretary 

was instructed to pay him ten shillings per week.  On the 

motion of Mr Hill, seconded by Mr Crawford it was decided 

that a box should be place in the vestibule of the Church to 

receive money to help the poor. 

 


